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Faith 


By Opal Leonore Gibbs 
An incident in the life of Henry Gibbud. 


“ EAR heart, the fiour’s gone at last,’’ 
And the wife of the -wee manse. turned 
To light the lamp of her dying faith 
From the fire in his eyes that burne'. 


“All gone?” And the vicar gently smiled ; 
«‘ Then there’s one task left,’’ he said, 

+t We'll kneel on the floor by the dusty barret, 
Sing ‘ Praise God,’ and go to bed.” 


That night the rest of the manse was sweet, 
None heard when the angel came,— 

Or v as it an angel that brought the flour, 
A barrel full, and no giver’s name! 
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A Back-Handed Compliment 

Brilliancy of intellect may be a temptation to 
unbelief. When man looks to his own’ mind rather 
than to God’s, disaster is certain. Brains and belief 
can go together, and do; from the days of Paul, the 
cultured university graduate, to the days of such sci- 
entists and intellectual leaders as Faraday, Lord Kel- 
vin, and Howard Kelly, the finest type of mind has 
accompanied childlike: faith in God and his Word. 
But “not many wise men after the. flesh . . are 
called,” and Modernism of the first century and twen- 
tieth proves this. Dr. S. Parkes Cadman is a bril- 
liant man and one of the leading Modernists of today. 
His religious teachings are distressingly anti-Scrip- 
tural, as THe Sunpay ScuHoo. Times has shown 
more than once, but he is a magnetic and powerful 
speaker and his messages command . vast audiences. 
Our Hope has noted an introduction reported by a 
Christian man who was listening to a radio service 
conducted by the. Federal Council-of Churches. “The 
announcer gave the information that a week later the 
speaker would be the Rev. S. P. Cadman, and that 
a great treat would be in store for the big radio 
audience. He evidently wanted to impress everybody 
with the great privilege they would have in hearing 
Dr. Cadman over the.radio, and so he added, ‘I want 
you to know that of all the radio speakers Dr. Cad- 
man is the ‘prince of the power in the air”” On this 
Our Hope comments: “Probably this well-meaning 
announcer did not know the Bible and is ignorant of 
the fact that to another one belongs this flattering 
title. But there is some truth in this amusing stdte- 


.“put.on the whole armour of God .. 


ment. If mien speak over the radio and deny the in- 
spiration and infallibility of the Bible, the virgin birth 
of our Lord and the efficacy of his blessed atoning 
work, they are. the mouthpieces of the real prince 
of the power of the air, Satan” (Eph. 2:2). Satan’s 
great work is in the realm of religion, deceiving men . 
by his counterfeit teachings, as “Satan himself is 
transformed into an angel of light” (2 Cor. 11:14). 
We can be safeguarded from his power only as we 
. and take the 
helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, 
which is ‘the word of God” (Eph. 6: 11-17). 


x 
In the Financial Stringency 


There is less money available than there was a 
year ago, for a good many things. People are econ- 
omizing, and rightly so. The reports of large corpora- 
tions show reduced earnings and profits. “Financial 
stringency” is a familiar expression. Dr. Lewis Sperry 
Chafer, President of the Evangelical Theological Col-’ 
lege at Dallas, Texas, while in England recently was 
asked whether the financial stringency had affected 
his school. He replied: “I hadn’t heard, of late,. of 
there being any financial stringency in Heaven.” Nor 
will any of us hear of this. As rumors are rife 
concerning businesses and banks, earnings and incomes, 
some of thése rumors being false, some true, we need 


‘ pay no attention to any rumors that there is a short-: 


age of any sort in the Bank of Heaven, As unscrupu- 
lous men start: false rumors intended to injufe the 
standing of some earthly business or bank, so there 
are unscrupulous men today who are industriously 
propagating rumors that the Bank of Heaven is not 
what it was supposed to be. This is the declared 
purpose of the Four A’s—the American Association 
for the Advancement of: Atheism. But “He that sit- 
teth in the heavens shall laugh: the Lord shall have 
them in derision” (Psa. 2:4). -God’s riches are not- 
lessened; his capital and resources are unimpaired; 
his assets are inexhaustible. And all that he has is 


pledged to those who trust him. So long as there-is 
no financial or spiritual stringency it Heaven, Ged’s 
children will be cared for. 


EE. 


The Rose That Climbed 


Gardening is God’s delight. His first recorded 
act after the creation week was gardening — “And 
the Lord God planted a garden” (Gen, 2:8). The 
first thing God gave unfallen man to do, the man who 
was made in God’s image, was. gardening: “And 
the Lord God took the man, and put’ him into the 
garden of Eden to dress it and to keep it.” In prom- 
ised blessing to Israel the Lord says, “Thou shalt ‘be 
like a watered garden” (Isa. 58:11). The Lord Jesus 
called his Father “the husbandman,” watchfully prun- 
ing branches of the Vine that they may bring forth 
more fruit, and rejoicing when they bear much fruit 
(John 15). The beauty of the lilies of the field, sur- 
passing Solomon in all his glory, is God’s gardening 
handiwork. How much more, therefore, must God 
care for his own children! When one of these: is 
taken from us in death it is a time for rejoicing even 
while our hearts may be breaking with the sorrow 
of the separation. As one has written beautifully: 


E’en for the dead I will not bind my soul to grief; 
Death cannot long divide. 
For is it not as though the rose that climbed my garden 


wall 
Has blossomed on the other side? 
Death doth hide, 
But not divide; 
Thou art but on Christ’s other side! 
Thou art with Christ, and Christ with me; 
In Christ united still are we. 


It was from a -garden that the Lord Jesus Christ 
rose from the dead, conquering death. His resurrec- 
tion is God’s inviolable pledge that every human flower 
that has: been united -by. faith: to his Son shall “blossom 
on the other side”.in his presence. . “Wherefore com- 
fort one another: with these words.” 


“The Preaching That I Bid Thee’ 


fifteen young men who were being ordained to 

the Wesleyan ministry in Canada, W. Morley 
Punshon said: “There is a necessity for fidelity to 
the truth, especially in times like ours, when every 
doctrine passes through the crucible, when that which 
has commanded the veneration of ages is roughly 
handled by the sciolists of modern thought, and when 
even those truths on which our dearest hopes repose 
are in some quarters fiercely assailed and in others 
lightly regarded. Perhaps there never was a time 
when the enemies of the truth fought with more vari- 
ous weapons, or were animated bya. more cruel antag- 
onism. The ancient adversaries return to the charge 
as freshly as if they had never been beaten; and 
there are others, more subtle and dangerous, who 
fight in the. army of the aliens but in the armor 
which they have stolen from the faithful. You will 
have to exercise your ministry in the midst of this 
luxuriance of error.” 

One wonders what Morley Punshon would say if 
he were living now. More than half a century has 
gone since those warning words were uttered, and 
the situation is more aggravated than ever. The 
authority of the Word of God js undermined and_ its 
great and vital truths are watered down by modern 
skepticism. There must be a return to the great 
words of the Bible ere we can expect any widespread 
movement in the churches. History attests that there 
are certain great facts fundamental to all revivals, 
and none is more patent than that the mighty doc- 
trines of grace have received) pronounced emphasis 
every time the Spirit of God has gone forth in power. 
And it will be so again» Shortly before the revival 


| THE year 1860, when giving “the charge” to 





This is the sixth and concluding editorial on Revival by 
Joseph W. Kemp, minister of the Baptist Tabernacle, Auck- 
land, New Zealand. 


in Wales at the beginning of this century the sub- 
ject of revival was being freely discussed in the .re- 
ligious press of Britain. Ian Maclaren, who was Dr. 
John Watson of Liverpool, contributed an article to 
the British Weekly which found a place on the front 
page of that most influential paper. The article bore 
the caption “The Next Revival,” and the writer was 
bold enough to predict that in the coming awakeni 
there. would be an absence of much that characteri 
former revivals, and among these absences were in- 
cluded some of the outstanding doctrines, the preaching 
of which had wrought such changes in previous move- 
ments of the Spirit. I can now, after a quarter. of 
a century, recall the pain which the article gave to 
many who loved the old paths and who shared the 
conviction that, while methods of presentation might 
change, the truths so dominant in every revival move- 
ment would again prevail. The ink was scarcely dry 
on the paper before the Welsh revival broke out, and 
the very things that Dr. Watson predicted would 
not take place were again in evidence. We agree 
with Dr.. Watson that a revival must be ethical, - but 
we disagree absolutely with the view that there can 
be a revival without th: preaching of the precious 
blood of Christ. 

It is equally true that a genuinely God-sent revival 
is essentially an ethical one.- “This,” said minister 
after minister during the work in Wales, “is an in- 
tensely real revival.” It was also intensely ethical. 
A revival which reconciles people who have not 
spoken .to each other for years; which reunites sep- 
arated husbands and wives, which restores prodigal 
sons and daughters to heartbroken parents, which 
amazes tradesmen by filling their tills with money 
they had given up as hopelessly bad debts, which 
stops swearing, drinking, gambling, and scamping’ of 
work, which makes lawyers declare that there is. no 
work for them in the police courts, which brings iallen 
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women by the score from the streets to the “set 
fawr,”’ or “big pew,” where the penitents are dealt 
with, which closes low drinking clubs by members 
almost to a man returning their tickets of member- 
ship, which sends betting bookmakers back to earn 
their living in the colliery or in their old trades — this 
is revival. And we have never known it otherwise, 

The extent to which this is true may be illustrated 
by a story told by a minister -who visited Wales. In 
‘one meeting he found himself shoulder to shoulder 
with a Baptist deacon who was a justice of the peace 
living in a large industrial town. “How has the 
revival affected you?” inquired my friend. 

“In the last six weeks,” was the reply, “we have 
received two hundred new members into our church.” 

“And what of the life of the town?” 

“lL live a mile from my place of business. For- 
merly the street scenes made my walk to and fro 
painful; now it is a joy to me.” . 

“Qne more question. You are a magistrate. How 
has the revival affected your business upon the 
bench?” 

“Our weekly average of cases used to be from sev- 
enty to eighty; now it is two.” ; ; 

Few things have stirred the sluggish conscience of 
the day so much as the revelations made in the press 
concerning the morals of present-day life. Even those 
who disclaim any intention of joining the prophets 
who are ever declaring that things are* going from 
bad to worse, are constrained to admit that “there is 
reason for a good deal of disquietude in: much that 
is happening around us daily, but on which we too 
seldom perhaps stop to reflect.” We are reminded 
of the number of murders that are taking place, “with 
features sufficiently striking” to attract attention, and 
these, it is pointed out, are but “the wave-crests of 
the huge flood of crime which is so familiar as to 
he accepted almost as a matter of course.” There is 
also a “perfect epidemic of suicide passing over the 
country,” and these phenomena only too clearly indi- 
cate the “mass of brutalized and squalid life” from 
which they originate. 

But to what. can we attribute this appalling condi- 
tion? Religious. indifference is the key—an_ utter 
disregard of God and his Word and will; this is the 
source of all public crime and disorder. If the jour- 
imalist and the. publicist are so much impressed by the 
moral turpitude: that prevails, is it not time the Chris- 
‘tian Church was becoming more alive to the situation? 
The worst feature in the outlook is the fact that 
the Church is too apathetic to take any real interest 
in. the conditions by which she is surrounded, and 
lacks the spiritual force to make any effective effort 
for their improvement even if she tried. Worldli- 
ness, indifference, and doubt are eating the spirituality 
out of the hearts of multitudes of church members. 
We need a genuine revival —the vitalizing breath of 
the Holy Spirit—to scatter the chilling mists that 
are stifling the faith and ardor of the church. 

Some preachers, in their eagerness to be abreast 
of the times, suffer themselves to be too much influ- 
enced by fluctuating human opinions, and to a corre- 
sponding degree they lose the inspiration that comes 
from solitary waiting upon God till his thoughts burn 
in the soul. There is no difficulty in distinguishing 
between the preacher who discusses questions of 
merely human interest and the man who comes forth 
burdened with a message from God. We are told 
that seoial questions must be faced, and that it is the 
Church’s duty to grapple with the problems. of life. 
This is true; but we must proceed to the solution of 
these problems by using the right method. The radi- 
cal defect in human life is a wrong relation to God, 
and until that is corrected the attempt to adjust the 
other relations of life will end in disappointment and 
failu-é Only as men are reconciled to God will they 
get right toward each other and with their environ- 
ment. 

That is the true theology of revival. High above 
all topics of temporary concern the true preacher will 
emphasize the great themes of his ministry, recon- 
ciliation with God and eternal life in Jesus Christ. If 
our preachers would return to these throbbing truths 
the halcyon days of revival might be on us at once. 
This leads one to inquire. what it is that is lacking in 
modern preaching, that there is so little apparent re- 
sponse ? 

First, we miss the note of personal conviction. It 
does not require a critical or cultured congregation 
to discern the whereabouts of the preacher. It is one 
thing to speak under divine compulsion, another thing 
entirely to be but a retailer of second-hand opinions. 
The truth preached will not affect the hearer more 
deeply than it has moved the preacher. If the preacher 
offers a salvation that is not a vital reality in his own 
soul, little wonder if the hearers treat it with indif- 
ference. 

Again, there is in some quarters a failure to appre- 
hend the urgency and overwhelming importance of 
the message. Whatever adaptation in the form of 
the message may be deemed necessary, the preacher 
must never modify the terms nor abate the urgency of 
his divine commission. Sin is no daydream, and to 
recover men from its grasp our Lord had to tread 
the wine press alone and pour out his soul unto death. 
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The keynote of his preaching was, “Repent ye, and 
believe the gospel.” We dare not choose any other 
Gospel. 

It is, moreover, discernible that much of today’s 
preaching is lacking in the motives drawn from eter- 
nity, and the substituting of motives drawn from 
time. The late Professor James Stalker of Scotland 
inquired whether or not discussions on the eternity of 
future punishment may. not have shaken faith in tra- 
ditional representations of the other world. “Not 
long ago references to Heaven and hell entered into 
nearly every sermon. Now we tell men that, even if 
there were no life to come, godliness would be the best 
mode of spending the present life. We tell them that 
the purpose of God in salvation is not to rescue a 
man from everlasting punishment and to make him a 
sharer of everlasting bliss, but to make him worthy 
of himself, and to use him as an instrument for 
making the world better. [That] the true Heaven 
is in the soul, and to be a bad man is to be in hell 
already.” All this may contain some truth, but whether 
it is fitted to be a substitutes for what it has displaced, 
or only a supplement to it, is another question. No 
other teacher in the Bible unfolds the scenery of the 
other world so much as our Lord himself, and the 
doctrine of reward has a vital place in his teaching. 
Death, judgment, and eternity are the primordial ter- 
rors of the human conscience, and the truth about 
them is not ours to give or withhold as we list; to 
preach them earnestly and constantly belongs to the 
faithfulness of the Christian ministry. 

If the preacher has lost his note of certainty from 
his preaching, and if the light has faded from his 
vision, let him return to the path from which he 
has strayed, regain the old tone, and take on the old 
luster, and with voice vibrant with glad assurance let 
him call the people to put away their idols and turn 
to the Lord, and God will use him to help on that 
day of revival for which the Church and the world 
alike hunger. 
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The Christian’s Use of Money 


I read my weekly copy of THE Sunpay ScHooL 
TIMEs with helpful enjoyment. I think it is a splen- 
did publication. For sometime now, I have been 
puzzling over a question, and being unable to answer 
it myself I am coming to you. 

How can any earnest Christian read the urgent 
calls for help published in the Times,— food for 
lepers, funds for founding Christian schools, relief 
work, Testament campaigns, etc., and then go on 
the Holy Land trip with any peace of mind? 

I cannot understand it, and I know other Christian 
people who feel the same way. 

Please do not misunderstand me. I think a trip 
of this kind must be a wonderful, helpful experi- 
ence, one which I should enjoy myself if I could go 
knowing that every one ‘was satisfied with food for 
both body and soul and that pain was forever gone 
from the weld. 

Those of us who long for funds to donate to these 
worthy causes cannot help but feel sorry when other 
Christian people, better off financially, spend their 
money on unnecessary things. 

The need is great, and I feel as though Christ were 
asking me to plead with Christian people who have 
means to give now while there is yet time. The time 
will come, and it may soon, when we must give 
an account of our stewardship. Let us be willing to 
sacrifice all ior the One who gave His all for us. 
-—A New England reader. 


We must indeed give an account, of our stewardship 
to the Lord. All that we have is to be recognized 
as given to us in trust, to be used according to the 
will and direction of God. “Whatsoever ye do, do 
all to the glory of God” (1 Cor. 10:31) is the simple 
duty and privilege of every Christian. 

But, while we recognize this plain teaching of 
Scripture, we are to recognize also that God nowhere 
directs his children to use so entirely for others what 
is entrusted to.them that their own lives shall lack 
everything except bare necessities. 

For example, God would ‘have us well educated, 
when this is possible, for greater usefulness in his 
service. Education costs money; and to use money 
at one’s disposal for thorough training in school or 
college, Bible institute or seminary, may be God’s 
plainly revealed will, rather than to use that money 
for the distribution of food to the needy or even for 
the circulation of the Word at the expense of: personal 
education. 

So of many other things that God delights to have 
his children receive in this life beyond the bare neces- 
sities of living. Asceticism, which strips away almost 
everything, is not Scriptural. Neither is extravagance 
or luxury.’ There is a golden mean, between these 
two extremes, in which God would have his children 
live. A trip to the Holy Land may mean an enlarge- 
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ment of our personal vision, a new understanding of 
the Bible in those lands where it was given to men 
of old who “spake as they were moved by the Holy 
Ghost,” which may so add to our equipment that we 
can be more useful workers for the Lord throughout 
the years of this life. The Editor of THe SuNnpDAY 
ScHoot Times will never cease to be grateful for the 
experience he had in a memorable trip through the 
Holy Land years ago, and he questions whether he 
could have done the work he has been permitted to 
do on this paper without that journey and the observa- 
tion and study that went with it. 

An incident has been told of two Christian workers 
who were on a railroad journey together. One of 
them sat up all night in,a day coach in order to save 
the expense of a sleeper, and said to the other: “You 
see what care I take of the Lord’s money.” The other 
felt the need of a restful. night’s sleep in order to be 
the better fitted for his work of the next day; he paid 
for ‘a berth, and remarked to his’ friend: “You see 
what care I take of the Lord’s servant.” 

Let us be in no doubt‘ that God asks us all to 
present our bodies “a livitig sacrifice; holy, acceptable 
unto God, ‘which is your reasonable service” (Rom. 
12:1). All that’ we are‘and all that we have ‘are 
to be counted as belofiging to God, for him to do with 
as he pleases. But let us not mistakenly miss God’s 
guidance when he directs us to use the time and 
strength and money he has entrusted to our steward- 
ship in ways that will honor him by providing us 
with needed education, equipment, refreshment, relaxa- 
tion, comfort, and joy, while we also respond gladly to 
his call to “abound in this grace also” (2 Cor. 8:7), 
the grace of giving. on 





The Program of the Holy Spirit 





E DO not always réalize how personal 

the Holy Spirit ‘is, nor do we keep in 
mind the program of‘his present mission and 
activity on earth as revealed in the plain utter- 
ances of the Lord Jesus Christ. 


Last year, 1930, was the Nineteen Hundredth 
Anniversary of the Day of Pentecost, which 
has been called the natal day of the Holy Spirit 
— when he came upon the Church of Christ 
to abide forever. At the Convention of the 
World’s Christian Fundamentals Association 
held in Los Angeles during the anniversary 
week last June one of the memorable addresses 

- was delivered by Dr. Arthur T. O’Rear, pas- 
tor of St. Paul’s M. E. Church, South, at San 
Jose, Cal. Dr. O’Rear spoke on “The Pro- 
gram of the Holy Spirit,” and his remarkable 
study will be published in three installments 
in THe Sunpay ScHoot Times, beginning in 
an early issue. The three articles will be 
given as signed editorials. The Editor’s report 
of the Convention said of this address: “Even 
trained theologians. who were present found in 
Dr. O’Rear’s message a freshness of study and 
presentation of truth that were new to them. 
With simplicity and Scripturalness he showed 
the great facts of the Holy Spirit’s ministry in 
this his dispensation.” 


In the first. article Dr. O’Rear brings out 
seven close analogies between the person and 
work of the Holy Spirit and that ‘of our Lord 
Jesus Christ,—such as their pre-existence, 
their inheriting a name already chosen for 
them, the definite termination of the earthly 
ministry of each. This study is rich in light 
drawn from the Scriptures. 


The articles then go on to give us seven 
great facts entering into the program of the 
Holy Spirit’s ministry on earth during this 
age of grace, such as abiding, teaching, testify- 
ing, and his further work. 


Joseph W. Kemp, minister of the Baptist 
Tabernacle of Auckland, New Zealand, whose 
editorials on Revival have brought such a bless- 
ing to many readers of the Times, has written 
in a personal letter to the Editor: 


I am satisfied that we shall do nothing, or very 
little, among the unconverted, until the Church of 
God is revived. Revival in the Church will mean 
intensified evangelism in the world. May God 
hasten the day when his people shall be quickened 
into new life and blessed with a passion for the 
salvation of the lost. 


Only the Holy Spirit can revive the body 
of Christ. A reverent, believing study of what 
the Word tells us about the unique ministry 
of the Spirit in the Church, and through the 
Church in the world, can be a mighty factor 
in bringing the long-prayed for and long- 
awaited revival. Let us unite in asking God to 
bless to many these searching studies of the 
program of the Holy Spirit. 
































































































































Lesson for April 26 
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How We Are Finding Time for Prayer 


Letters from Times readers who are leading busy lives— and praying 














Two Hours in the Early Morning 


PROFESSED religion, as we called it in those 
days, and joined the church when only a small child. 
I grew up in a godly home, with many restrictions, 
I left home early in life and was led off and lost 
practically all interest in the church. But I never 


got so far away that I did not respect my mother’s | 


religion. 

After getting a home of my own, one of the first 
things I did was to transfer my church membership. 
I recall that a number of people spoke to me about 
my responsibility to the church, but not one of them 
spoke to me about Christ, and my responsibility to 
him. I was not in the church long until I was placed 
on the Board of Stewards, and a little later was 
elected president of. the men’s Bible class.’ My duty 
to the church and to my fellow man was often empha- 
sized by both pastor and teacher, but the way of 
salvation was not made plain. 

Hearing so much about works and so little about 
the saving and keeping power of Jesus Christ, I 
started out to earn my way to Heaven by good works, 
and by comparison with those in the church, I made 
good. met my assessment promptly, and helped 
make the other fellow meet his. I was faithful -in 
my attendance upon all services, and my standard of 
living was in line with other good church members. 
In fact, I was looked upon as being a “good man.” 
But I didn’t have the slightest conception. of what it 
meant to depend wholly upon Jesus Christ for sal- 
vation. I went on in this manner for ten or twelve 
years, becoming more and more dissatisfied with my- 
self, my religious experience, and the church. 


One night about four years ago, I determined that ° 


I was going to find that peace about which I had so 
' often heard my mother speak, if I had to pray all 
night long. I read the Bible and prayed until about 
midnight, and then the Devil made me so sleepy I 
could not hold out. I went to bed, but not to sleep. 
My recollection is that I got up about 3 A. M. and 
came downstairs to pray. I prayed earnestly, but 
without relief. I picked up a book written by G. Camp- 
bell Morgan, and began to read one of his sermons. He 
brought out so clearly the tenderness and compassion 
of Jesus Christ that then and there I caught a new 
vision. My soul was filled to overflowing. I. saw 
there, for the first time, that Christ was more anxious 
to save me than I was to be saved; that it was through 
his righteousness, and not my own, that I was saved; 
that he was my own personal representative before 
God, and all I had to do was to place myself in his 
care and keeping, by simple faith. 

Previous to this experience, the Bible was a dry 
book for me. I could sleep ten hours, get up and 
start reading the Bible, and in ten minutes I would 
be drowsy and sleepy again. It seemed that I just 
could not become interested in it. I didn’t understand 
it. It seemed to contradict itself all the way through. 
But now it was a new book, I could read for hours 
and not grow sleepy or weary. I started out to do my 
reading in the evenings, but I soon saw that I would 
have opposition from my wife and children. I wanted 
to be with them, and they wanted to be with me. 
My time being taken up with my business in the day 
and my family at night, I was forced either to give 
up my devotional hour or else rearrange my program. 

My wife’s brother was living with us at the time, 
and he, without knowing it, gave me the suggestion. 
In the summer time he would rise early and go fish- 
ing and in the winter time he would go hunting. The 
thought came to me, if he could get up long before 
daylight and go fishing and hunting, I ought to be 
able to get up to study the Word of God, which 
meant everything to my spiritual growth. I set thie 
alarm for five o’clock. I had no difficulty in getting 
up, but I am frank to admit that I did have difficulty 
in staying up. But the Lord soon solved this for 
me, as he will for every one who wants to study 
his Word badly enough. I don’t recall that I had 
ever taken a cold plunge that early in the morning, 
in fact, I didn’t think I could get into a cold tub of 
water, but I did, and I soon became accustomed to 
it. The cold plunge every morning solved my prob- 
lem. On first arising, I would turn on the cold water 
and while the tub was filling, I would shave and 
clean my teeth. By the time I had finished, the tub 
would be filled. There is nothing more invigorating 
and stimulating than a cold plunge, followed by rub- 
bing with a coarse, heavy towel. With this kind of 
program, I soon adjusted myself to arising at an early 
hour. I soon saw that I would lose about twenty 
or thirty minutes in getting to my study, wanting to 
get at least two full hours, I set my alarm for four- 


When the Lord Jesus told the parable of the 
unjust judge, “to this end, that men ought al- 
ways to pray, and not to faint,” he knew all 
that the future would bring to his people. It is his 
will that we should “ pray without ceasing.” Here 
are letters from busy people who, by God’s grace, 
have made time for prayer and Bible study, and 
this page will be welcomed by all who are teach- 
ing the Sunday-school lesson of April 26. 








thirty instead of five, so now I am in my study a 
few minutes before five, which gives me about two 
hours before breakfast. 

My entire outlook on life is different. I used to 
go to my office grouchy, worried, and bothered about 
the things that had happened and the things I thought 
might happen. Now my relations in both the home 
and office are pleasant and optimistic. Oh, that every 
child of God could realize not only the peace and 
comfort in the study of the Word in the early hour, 
but the absolute necessity, if he would walk with God 
during the day! 

Let me add that anyone who adopts this program 
will naturally have to arrange his affairs so he can 
go to bed early; I mean, not later than nine or nine- 
thirty. The Devil will give those who begin this 
program plenty of opposition. He first tried to put 
me to sleep, but the Lord overcame that by suggest- 
ing the cold plunge. Then he tried to make me be- 
lieve that it would injure my health, that I could 
not possibly get enough sleep by getting up at 4.30, 
and I will admit that he caused me to think seriously, 
because God tells us that we are to take care of our 
bodies, “Know ye not that ye are the temple of God?” 
(1 Cor. 3: 16.) So I talked with my physician, and 
he thought my program all right, provided of course 
I went to bed early. I know now, not only from the 
advice of my physician, but from personal experience 
as well as the testimony of others, that such a pro- 
gram is helpful, both spiritually and physically —A 
Texas automobile dealer. 


bd 
After Eighty Years of Life 


E-FIND time to eat, realizing that life is de- 

pendent upon food. The way to find time to 
pray is to find it, and once we are convinced that it 
is “the most important activity,” we shall find time 
for it, while we are busy. 

The writer, a layman past eighty and living a busy 
life, may be pardoned, if identity is concealed, for 
giving his personal experience. The year around his 
rising hour is 5.30, and by 6.15 he is ready for the 
Morning Watch. Breakfast is at 7.30. The interval, 
for at least one hour, usually more than that, is 
definitely given to being consciously in the presence 
of God. . Long habit renders the soul expectant at 
that hour. Two Scripture passages help to make 
his presence real: “Be ready in the morning, and 
come up in the morning . . . and present thyself there 
to me in the top of the mount” (Exod. 34:2) ; “There 
I will meet with thee, and I will commune with thee 
from above the mercy seat” (Exod. 25:22). Then 
it naturally follows consciously to say to him: “I 
am here because you commanded, and you are because 
you promised, and this, in an especial sense, is our 








HAT various hindrances we meet 
In coming to a mercy-seat! 
Yet who, that knows the worth of prayer, 
But wishes to be often there ? 


Restraining prayer, we cease to fight; 
Prayer makes the Christian’s armor bright; 
And Satan trembles when he sees 

The weakest saint upon his knees. 


Have you no words? Ah! think again, 
Words flow apace when you complain, 
And fill your fellow-creature's ear, 

With the sad tale of all your care. 


Were half the breath, thus vainly spent, 
To Heaven in supplication sent, 

Your cheerful song would oftener be, 

‘‘ Hear what the Lord has done for me!’’ 


—William Cowper, 1779 








meeting place.” On the first passage quoted, Dr. 
Joseph Parker commented as follows: “God wishes 
me to be alone with him. How solemn will the 
meeting be! Father and child; Sovereign and sub- 
ject; Creator and creature! Morning on the mount! 
It will make me strong and glad all the rest of the 
day so well begun!” 

There is Scripture study, and meditation, and 
prayer —not much for self, except to be a better 
witness, — scarcely anything for personal needs; for 
he is present, and he knows, and he cares. It is a 
joy to join the Christ in his eternal ministry of in- 
tercession. It is such a comfort to know that united 
prayers —his and his child’s —are always answered. 

The writer can make the words of the late General 
Armstrong his own: “Prayer is the greatest thing 
in the world. It keeps us near to God. My own 
prayer has been most weak, wavering, and inconstant, 
yet it has been the best thing I have ever done.” His 
daughter said: “Prayer with him was something to 
be done like other work for God. It was his meat 
and drink and he spent a tenth of his busiest days 
at prayer..—A New Hampshire reader. 


w 
Praying in Rest Periods 


AM. a homekeeper and an illustrator for maga- 

zines, and my work ends only with the day. It 
is impossible for me to spend an hour, fasting, before 
preparing the breakfast; that is, before the day be- 
gins; the day itself has unremitting duties, and I 
am too tired for an intelligent hour of prayer at 
night. Nevertheless for many years a certain cir- 
cumstance has made a daily hour of prayer, broken 
up into five, ten, or fifteen minute periods, the blessed 
means of keeping me close to Jesus. 

I have meager strength and a faulty back, and 
must lie prone and relaxed, often, in order to con- 
tinue my work. These rests amount altogether to 
forty-five minutes per day. I take an extra quarter 
hour before starting my work at the easel, and talk 
over the day with our Lord, as I rest. Then, as 
the little rest periods come, instead of picking up the 
tempting magazine, as I used to do, I put myself. in 
his presence. My watch is at hand, for neither must 
my work suffer, nor do I want to fall short of my 
entire hour with him. 

I hope you will not smile when I say that, being 
alone, I often speak aloud to him! for it is a very 
practical means of keeping one’s mind recollected. 

I do not put this forward as an ideal plan, but: as 
the only one possible to myself; and one that has 
made the Lord Jesus’ companionship throughout the 
day singularly real. When I have failed to observe 
it, my peace of mind has suffered and my work has 
deteriorated. One effect has been his opportunity 
from time to time through the day to eliminate cer- 
tain duties for me that I should have overstrained to 
accomplish. He has convinced me that he does not 
need what I can do nearly so much as he needs my 
presence with him in communion. He has a thou- 
sand ways of managing, I find, without these apparent 
duties I have wanted to do for him, often in service 
to my family. He arrives at the same result, or a 
better one, without my nervously-tired efforts. His 
affectionate, intimate interpositions on my behalf are 
too plain to be open to doubt. 

I am satisfied that every child of His with my 
physical weakness and necessity for work will begin 
a restful, more effective life on this schedule, if it 
can be practically managed. I do pray that if it is 
his will God will bless this letter to some tired 
woman.—A ‘Long Island, N. Y., reader. 


we 
While Others Were Sleeping 


Y HUSBAND was a busy pastor, but for the 

last twelve “years of his life he secured time 
for prayer by taking the “wee sma’ hours” for the 
purpose. Never very strong physically, it became his 
habit to retire early, unless he had church duties ‘in 
the evening. About one or two o'clock, when the 
folks were sleeping, he would usually rise and betake 
himself to the basement, get a cup of tea to keep 
him from getting drowsy, and spend two hours in 
prayer. He often made the remark that those two 
hours of communion gave him all his spiritual strength 
and refreshment. My. own observation perceived his . 
growth in grace from the time he started praying. 
Every one remarked his power in prayer. The Lord 
used him very specially in building up and purifying 
Christians —A New Jersey reader. 
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Evangelizing Isolated Day Schools 
By Margaret Fraser 


HE Sunday School Mission of British Columbia 
(Mainiand Division) is one of several independent 
endeavors similar to the Canadian Sunday School 
Mission which seems to have been born of the Spirit 
of God in the hearts of his children during the past 
few years. During my course at the Vancouver Bible 
School I was secretary to the president and inde- 
pendently we became burdened with the necessity of 
something like a new “C. I, M.” (China Inland Mis- 
sion), but this time a “Canadian Inland Mission.” We 
thought and prayed and matured our plans. A coun- 
cil was formed, and the work was definitely launched. 
We have restricted our activities to schools at least 
two miles from any church or Sunday-school, The 
most isolated case with which we have got into touch 
was a school 145 miles from any church or Sunday- 
school. Others are 10, 20, 35, 45, 65, and 80 miles 
from any Sunday-school or church service. There 
are forty public school teachers and a few independent 
friends co-operating with us in the work. 

Our great objective is to engage the children in the 
memorization of Scripture with the confidence that 
through His Word the Holy Spirit will lead them to 
a trust in Christ as their Saviour. We set before 
them a task of learning 500 verses which will qualify 
them to attend a free summer camp, but we realize 
that it is necessary to help them maintain their inter- 
est; in consequence we bestrew their way to this goal 
by sending them periodical rewards for progress made. 
Their membership pin is earned by the initial ten 
verses; their New Testament by the following twenty- 
five, and forty verse stretches bring helpful books. 
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Some results of last year’s. work encourage us to 
know that the blessing of God, of which we were 
confident, has become an actuality. One grateful 
father enclosing a letter from his six-year-old daugh- 
ter says, “Neither of my children know what a Sun- 
day-school is.” In one distant school a Roman Cath- 
olic child has memorized 355 verses. In another 
school a little girl has done 235 verses —two others 
395 and 355. ‘Lhese are indications of the very defi- 
nite sowing of the Word which has been done. One 
child writes, “I will do my best to interest other 
boys and girls.” This is an enlistment in missionary 
service for which we thank God. One of the teachers 
writes: “It is most kind and generous of your mis- 
sion to go to the trouble and expense of this work — 
it is surely Christian work. I, will do all I can to’ 
encourage my pupils to continue.” 

During the past winter while the roads have been 
impassable, most of the work has been carried on by 
correspondence, and by this means we have been in 
touch with 385 boys and girls, who have memorized 
a total of 2,090 verses. In addition to this our workers 
have been able to do a considerable amount of itiner- 
ating up to the Fraser Canyon. 

The Sunday School Mission of British Columbia 
(Mainland Division) has its origin and center in Van- 
couver, and since the work was organized in 1929 its 
total expenses, including salaries, the purchase of a 
car and a three months’ itineration in the interior, have 
been $1,658.94, contributed by a few self-sacrificing 
friends of the Mission. 

The Secretary, Miss Margaret Fraser, 1601 West 
Tenth Avenue, Vancouver, B. C., will be glad to 
furnish further information to anyone wishing to know 
more of the work. 


Vancouver, B. C. 








How the Bible grips 
Station WIS 





Sending the Gospel over Southern Breezes 


By Robert Cc. McQuilkin, President of Columbia — College, 


Columbia, S. C. 

















that struck me as I opened THe Sunpay 

Scuoo. Times of October 18, 1930. My 
custom is to take a few moments to look through 
the Times as soon as it arrives, then I lay it aside 
for further reading. On this day I was on my way 
to a meeting in a Columbia church to speak on the 
home missionary topic, “Your State and Mine.” But 
I could not lay the Times down until I had read the 
first story of the man who was startled by the radio 
message, arrested by the Word of God, and captured. 
by his love. This was just the illustration needed 
to drive home the portion of my home missionary 
message dealing with evangelizing our own state 
through the radio. 

A great opportunity has opened here in South Caro- 
lina to send out messages on the radio from Columbia 
Bible College. The Times has asked for reports 
as to how God is using his Word as it is sent over 
the air. I believe its readers will be interested in 
some of the reported results from just one month 
of broadcasting, — four times a week for thirty min- 
utes, over WIS (wave length. 296.9; frequency 1010 
kilocycles). 

Columbia, S. C., has just entered the fifty thousand 
class in the last census. But it is still just a big 
homey town, with its Main Street. At various places 
alo P Main Street the radio sets are giving out the 
Bible message from 11.30 to 12 on Monday, Wednes- 
day, and Friday mornings. In the largest depart- 
ment store, in Sears-Roebuck, and other places, the 
radio in the basement is giving out the message, and 
many interested groups gather to listen in. The sales- 
people and the customers can hear it practically~in 
all parts of the basement. On another part of Main 
Street an Italian with a fruit stand invites people to 
come and listen to the lectures on his radio. At the 
radio stores little crowds gather and listen in. 

At the South Carolina State Fair held in Columbia 
in October several radios were giving out the mes- 
sage each day.‘ Columbia Bible College students give 
out tens of thousands of tracts and Gospels at this 
State Fair. On the first day two young women and 
a middle-aged ‘woman were among those who accepted 
Jesus Christ as their personal Saviour. Very happy 
in their new found faith, they went on to tell how 
they had for several weeks been listening to all the 
Bible messages over the radio and that this had 
prepared them for their definite decision to take Christ 
as their Saviour. 

One of the mail carriers, whose daughter is a stu- 
dent in Columbia Bible College, has a friend who is 
paralyzed, a man who is not saved and who will never 
suffer him to say one word about the Lord or about 
religion. With great delight the letter carrier came 
to me the other day and said, “My friend is entirely 
changed. He-has been listening to the Bible lectures, 
and now whenever I go he starts to talk about the 


$B hae from the Blue” was the first sentence 


Bible and brings up the subject himself. . Before; he 
never wanted me to say a word about it.” 

A dear Christian woman, who for years has been 
so deaf that she could not hear any preaching, writes 
with delight that she hears the radio messages per- 
fectly. She gathers several of her deaf friends to 
listen in. Another dear Christian woman who has 
been blind for eighteen years and who rarely is able 
to get to church services, is rejoicing in the oppor- 
tunity to hear the Bible lectures. 

Patients, as they lie in bed in the two tuberculosis 
sanitariums, listen in each day and enjoy not only 
the lecture but the h¥mns that the students sing at 
the beginning of each morning study. 

A trial contract was made with the radio company 
to put on these Bible lectures. On the last Tuesday 
night of the October contract one of the faculty mem- 
bers who was listening in prayed definitely that im- 





The S. S. T. Radio Directory 


Two weeks ago, in its issue of March 28, 
THe Sunpay ScuHoo. Times did something 
that—so far as the Times is aware — had 
never Ddefore been attempted in religious or 
secular journalism: devoting more than two 
full pages to its new Radio Department, it 
brought together invaluable information con- 
cerning seund Gospel broadcasts that are going 
out over the air from fifty-seven different sta- 
tions, these stations being located in as widely 
separated regions of North America as Alberta, 
Utah, California, Colorado, Missouri, Oregon, 
Texas, Minnesota, Connecticut, Louisiana, Ken- 
tucky, South Dakota, Florida, and elsewhere. 
The new Times Radio Directory in that issue 
gave a list of sound Christian services con- 
ducted by radio, listing the seven days of the 
week and the various hours of each day; and 
also a Kilocycle Index to all the fifty-seven 
different stations. 


Months of preparation were spent in getting 
together the information for this new depart- 
ment. If you know of radio services, that stand 
for the old faith and that were not included in 
that Directory, please write to Radio Editor, 
Tue Sunpay Scuoor TrmeEs, 325 North Thir- 
teenth Street, Philadelphia, and give full in- 
formation as to the character of the service, 
speakers, days and hours, location, station let- 
ters, and kilocycles. The new Radio: Directory 
will be published here from time to time, and 
the co-operation of readers is requested in order 
that it may be as complete as possible. 
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mediately at the close of the lecture the Lord would 
give some token, by telephone or otherwise, that the 
message was being heard and being blessed. About 
two minutes after nine the telephone rang and the 
Governor of the State was on the phone to express 
the appreciation of himself-and his family for the Gos- 
pel message. Governor John G. Richards of South 
Carolina, who is just closing his term, is an earnest 
Christian, a Presbyterian elder. As chairman ex- 
officio of the State Board of Education he especially 
encouraged Columbia Bible College in securing the 
authority to grant the degree of B.A. in Biblical Edu- 
cation. The Governor was interested in any _insti- 
tution that would stand for the whole Word of God. 

The Governor’s call on the last night of the first 
month of broadcasting recalled the telephone message 
that came from a Christian layman at nine o’clock 
on the opening night. He said he felt fully repaid 
that day for all his radio had cost him, for he had 
heard President Hoover that day, and in the evening 
had heard a Bible message from Columbia Bible Col- 
lege. “I heard of the earthly things from President 
Hoover and of the heavenly things from ‘yeu all.’” 

South Carolina has been one of the fast states to 
enter the broadcasting -field. There -are still only 
three small stations; and the Columbia station, re- 
cently set up, has a power of only one thousand 
watts during the day and five hundred at night. The 
radio messages have been heard-in Charlotte; N. C., 
Augusta, Ga., and some other points outside of South 
Carolina. Those who are interested in the further 
extension of these messages might do a service by 
writing the Radio Commission in Washington, asking 
for an increase in power. Even with the limited 
power, the possible hearers. run into the hundreds of 
thousands (the territory to which the station reaches 
including millions). The rates are exceedingly low. 
One reason for this is the large discount that the 
radio company gives for religious programs. 

Prayer is asked that the messages may be increas- 
ingly blessed in soul winning and in stirring Chris- 
tians up to the study of the Bible, and that the way 
may be provided to continue the broadcasting through 
the school year if it is the Lord’s will. Many who 
would never enter the Bible College lectures are: lis- 
tening in, including Christian Scientists, Jews, skeptics, 
and Christians who’ know little of what the Bible 
really teaches. In some of the homes the prejudice 
of the members who would never turn on the lectures 
themselves has beén broken down as they have lis- 
tened in. 

WIS, the call letters of this station, stand for 
“Wonderful Iodine State.” On the Bible college pro- 
grams they stand for “Wonderful is Salvation.” 

Thus far is the story of the beginning of broadcast- 
ing by Columbia Bible College. The broadcasting has 
continued with increased blessing. The interdenomina- 
‘tional men’s Bible class, meeting in one of the leading 
hotels, is now being broadcast regularly at ten o’clock 
Sunday morning. The singing of the familiar Gos-. 
pel hymns by this large group of men is especially 
appealing, and many are being reached by the’ Bible 
and Gospel message,’ who otherwise would not hear 
it. The three regular periods now being conducted 
by Columbia Bible College include the teaching of 
the Sunday-school lesson, from 6.30 to 7 on Saturday, 
a regular Bible lecture from 8.30 to 9 on Tuesday, 
and the: Radio Question Box from 7.15 to 7.45 on 
Sunday. It is hoped that later the morning Bible 
lectures: may be resumed, and prayer is asked that 
the Radio Commission’ may grant the increase in 
power, first to -1,000°.and then to 5,000 watts. Pray 
also that the: other’ all-important Power that comes 
from Him who is the Creator of all the elements that 
make radio possible; may permeate these and all Gos- 
pel messages that go out over the air. May the day 
be hastened when all- of the air will be cleared of 
all of the forces that do not glorify Him. 

Cotumsria, S. C. 
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A Class of Missionary Helpers 
By Elizabeth Williams Sudlow 
fF ANYONE feels that it is hard or impossible to 


& interest Junior boys in missions, the annual report 
of this class may help change their opinion. The 


report was given before the entire Sunday-school. and 


showed very clearly the various activities of the boys. 
First. boy, carrying.a Conquest flag—“We are here 


.. today to tell you something about our class. At one 
_ time in his life the Lord Jesus said, ‘If ye love me, keep 


my: commandments.’ And the very last command he gave 
was, ‘Go ye into. all the world, and preach the gospel.” 
As.a class we have helped to carry out this command 
by sending our offerings and gifts to help the mission- 
aries already at work. We will now hear direct from 
each country to which. our gifts have gone.” 

Second boy, with flag of Arabia—“I have come 
from Arabia. In my country there are no street cars 
or railroads. The horse or donkey is used for pas- 
sengers and ‘the camel is the regular freight car. The 


: religion of Arabia is’ not one of idols, but it has 


no Christ. And so we did not have any Christmas 
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Lesson for Aprit 26 


until you sent us the missionaries to tell about the 
Lord Jesus, who came to ‘save us from sin. I have 
come to thank you for the -box of toys you sent for 
our Christmas tree. They surely made us happy. 
Thank you.” 


Third boy, with flag of China—“I have come from 
China. There are four times as many people there 
as there are in this country. Of the boys not more 
than five in a hundred can read, and of the girls not 
one in a thousand. Our people worship mostly the 
spirits of the dead. A few of them know of Christ 
and his love. But the ones who do are usually very 
faithful. One young man who would not deny Jesus 
Christ was told that he would be chopped into pieces 
if he did not give up his faith. ‘Go ahead and chop,’ 
he replied, ‘and every piece will say, “I am a Chris- 
tian.”’ That’s the kind of Christians we have in 
China, and our boys in the mission school are very 
grateful for the money you sent us for Testaments.” 


Fourth boy, with flag of India—“I am from India. 
Our people are called Hindus. Every morning when 
we had rice to eat we took some out and offered it 
to the wooden god or idol, and asked it to be good 
to us during the day. But in the mission school I 
have learned of the true God, who is love. My mother 
cannot read, but I can tell her of Him who said, 
‘Come unto me.’ Every boy and girl in India who 
learns in the mission school to give up the worship 
of idols and say ‘Our Father’ is a light shining in a 
dark place. And the boys in our school want me to 
thank you for the box of balls you sent our teacher 
to give to us at Christmas time.” 

Fifth boy, with flag of Japan—‘Japan is my home. 
People who have traveled all over the world tell us 
there is no more beautiful country than Japan. But, 
although it is a very beautiful country, it is a land 
filled with idols. I have come to thank the Christian 
people of America for sending us the Bible and the 
church and Sunday-school, and especially to thank the 
boys of this class for the big package of ‘pictures that 
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came to us last summer. We enjoyed looking at them 
and reading the Bible verse that our teacher wrote 
on the nice white paper that had been pasted on the 
back.” 

Sixth boy, with United States flag—“I am a boy 
from the Kentucky mountains. Our houses are log 
cabins built away up on the mountain side. I have 
come to thank you for the schoolhouse where we 
gather from miles around not only to learn to read 
and write, but also on Sunday to hear about Jesus 
Christ and his love for us. And our mothers and 
sisters are very grateful to the boys of this class for 
the big box of nice cotton scraps they collected and 
sent to us. These are made up into quilts by our 
women.” 


Seventh boy, also holding American flag.—“I am 
one of the many boys who come from across the sea 
to find a home in your. country and to grow up into 
an American citizen. I have been sent to thank you 
for the balls and marbles you sent your missionary 
who met us when the great ship landed at New York 
and we were compelled to remain at Ellis Island for 
several days before we could enter the city. He helped 
us in many ways when we needed help very much, 
for it was all so strange and we were homesick .nd 
lonesome. But your gift of balls and marbles helped 
to make us feel at home. We thank you.” 


Eighth boy, with another American flag—“I am 
from the Indian Reservation away off in Oklahoma. 
Your missionary there brought us the big football 
your class sent last fall, and showed us how to use 
it. Our Indian boys are very grateful to you and 
want me to say, Thank you.” 

The teacher closed the report by briefly stating the 
various contributions the boys had made during the 
year, and their interest in and study of the several 
fields to which their help had gone. It was a prac- 
tical lesson and suggests activities in which other 
similar groups might become interested. 

Corat Gastes, Fria, 








The date: May 17-24 
The theme: ‘‘ The Blessed Hope”’ 








The Philadelphia Fundamentals Convention 
By Paul W. Rood, 


President of the World's 
Christian Fundamentals Association 














HILADELPHIA is the birthplace of The 

World’s Christian Fundamentais Association, 

The World’s Christian Fundamentals Associa- 
tion is returning to its birthplace for its Fourteenth 
Annual Convention, which will be held in Bethany 
Presbyterian Church (the Wanamaker Church), May 
17-24. The decision to hold this Convention in Phila- 
delphia was made at our convention last June in Los 
Angeles. Charles L. Huston of Coatesville, Pa., was 
elected Chairman of the Philadelphia Executive Com- 
mittee to prepare for the coming convention. Peter 
Stam, Jr., is Secretary of this committee, John L. 
Steele is Treasurer, and Charles G. Trumbull, Editor 
of THE SuNnpAY ScHopt Times, is Chairman of the 
Program Committee, which is co-operating with the 
President of the Association in choosing speakers and 
building up the program of the convention. 

The theme this year will be “The Personal Return 
of Christ.” A great Prophetic Conference was held 
in Philadelphia in 1918, which led the way to the first 
convention of the World’s Christian Fundamentals 
Association the following year. Various emphases 
have been made from year to year, as, for instance, 
last year when the theme was “The Holy Spirit.” 
It has been twelve years since the Lord’s Return has 
been stressed, and therefore it seemed well to empha- 
size “the blessed hope” this year. We have tried to 
be sensitive to the Holy Spirit in choosing our theme, 
and then of necessity we had to be sensitive to the 
needs of the Church and the world at this present time. 
These.are days of stress and uncertainty, and men are 
hungering for the certainties of the Word of God. 
The outstanding need of the hour is a Heaven-sent 
revival and the speedy evangelization of the wogld. 
We know of no better way to bring this about than 
to emphasize the Lord’s return and related themes. 
We owe this great truth to the world and to the 
Church if we are to fulfill our stewardship of the 
Scripture. No subject could be more timely and per- 
tinent. People are thinking of it as never before, and 
our convention theme will arouse nation-wide and 
worldwide interest. The presentation of the .theme 
must be loving and constructive, not combative. The 
practical effect of this truth upon life and service must 
be emphasized. Our convention must above all else 
be spiritual, and therefore we shall major in the 
deepening of the spiritual life, evangelism, and mis- 
sions. We pray and hope that a revival will come to 
Philadelphia through our convention which shall 
strengthen the hand of every evangelical pastor and 
church and shall belt the globe in its influence. 

At this writing it is not possible to give a complete 


list of our speakers, — for instance, we are correspond- 
ing with three speakers from abroad, whose definite 
acceptance has not yet been received; but the follow- 
ing speakers are already engaged: 
Dr. Harry I. Ironside, Moody Memorial Church, 
Chicago. 
Dr. Arno C. Gaebelein, author and Bible teacher, 
New York City. 
Dr. W. B. Riley, First Baptist Church, Minne- 
apolis. 
Dr. Will H. Houghton, Calvary Baptist Church, 
New York City. 
Miss Christabel Pankhurst, London, England. 
Dr. W. H. Rogers, Hinson Memorial Church, 
Portland, Ore. 
Dr. Stewart P. MacLennan, First Presbyterian 
Church, Hollywood, Cal. 
Dr. M. R. De Haan, Calvary Undenominational 
Church, Grand Rapids, Mich. 
er W. Rood, Beulah Tabernacle, Turlock, 


Dr. William L. Pettingill, Bible teacher and 
author, Wilmington, Del. 

Dr. J. Oliver Buswell, President of Wheaton 
College, Wheaton, Ill. 

Captain Reginald Wallis, Y. M. C. A., Dublin, 
Treland. 

Arthur H. Carter, Editor of Bible Witness, 
London, Eng. 

David L. Cooper, President of Biblical Research 
Society, Los Angeles, Cal. 


Miss Elizabeth L. Knauss, author and lecturer, 
Davenport, Ia. 


Among subjects to be discussed will be the following: 
Prophecy the Proof of Inspiration: 
The Order of Events in the Prophetic Program. 
The Biblical Logic of the Second Advent. 
The Two Aspects of our Lord’s Return. 
The Practical Value of the Blessed Hope. 
Seven Pertinent Parallels Between the Lord’s 
First and Second Coming. 
Looking Backward Over a Third of a Century 
of Prophetic Fulfillment. 
The Significance of Universal Airmindedness. 
The Menace of Bolshevism. 
The Shadows of the Great Tribulation. 


The Present Sanhedrin Movement and Its Great 
Possibilities. 
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Why Evangelize Israel in This Generation? 

The Day of the Lord and Its Unspeakable 
Glories. 

The Eternal Issues. 


These are just a few of the subjects, but they indi- 
cate in part what is in store for us. Each subject 
will be dealt with. by one who has made a special 
study of his theme. One of the unique and interest- 
ing features last year was the Surprise Hour; this 
will be repeated in Philadelphia, as it gives us the 
opportunity of hearing outstanding speakers who come 
to the convention and who otherwise would not be 
heard. Other features will be included, so that every 
Christian worker will receive help for his particular 
field of service. It will be worth while for any pastor, 
evangelist, missionary or other Christian worker to 
travel a long distance to attend this convention. Spe- 
cial sessions will be held for laymen, women, Sunday- 
school workers, educators, pastors, evangelists, mis- 
sionaries, and mission workers. A prayer-meeting for 
World-Wide Revival will be held every morning. 

There are reasons for believing that the wonderful 
experience in our Los Angeles Convention will ‘be 
more than repeated in Philadelphia. The City of 
Brotherly Love is, like Los Angeles, a noted bulwark 
of Fundamentalism. The advantage over Los An- 
geles is that there are many great cities in close prox- 
imity to Philadelphia where dwell thousands of stanch 
Fundamentalists. Philadelphia has a special appeal as 
a convention city because of its historical significance. 
The convention theme will have a great drawing 
power. The many world-renowned speakers will at- 
tract. The great crisis that the world is passing 
through is causing men and women to think more 
seriously than they have done for decades. Are we 
on the threshold of a great revival, or is the Lord’s 
return at hand? Many believe that one of these 
events must take place very soon. Will the Philadel- 
phia Conference give the answer? 

Friends coming from the State of Washington will 
find the Northern Pacific Railroad more than satis- 
factory. From Minneapolis to Chicago the North- 
western renders splendid service. Those coming from 
Oregon can take either the Northern Pacific to Minne- 
apolis, or the Union Pacific to Omaha and the North- 
western to Chicago. Californians can take the South- 
ern Pacific to Salt Lake City, then the Union Pacific 
and the Northwestern to Chicago, or the Southern 
Pacific and the Rock Island to Chicago, or the Santa 
Fe to Chicago. A delightful journey by water, via 
the Panama Canal, such as the special SuNDAY SCHOOL 
TIMES party took last year, may be made, using the 
Panama Pacific Line, or Panama Mail Steamship 
Line, either going to or returning from the conven- 
tion. Any of these trips will be found very satis- 
factory. From Chicago to .Philadelphia the Penn- 
sylvania is a splendid road. Arrangements can be 
made to go by Washington, D. C., if desired. Friends 
on the Pacific Coast who are planning to attend the 
convention should write to the Rev. Paul W. Rood, 
Turlock, Cal. Friends in the Middle West should 
write to Mrs. H. Look, 1020 Harmon Place, Minne- 
apolis, Minn. . : 

Peter Stam, Jr., care of The Religious Press Asso- 
ciation, 325 North Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, 
is Secretary of the Philadelphia Executive Committee 
and all letters sent him will be referred to the proper 
committee or individual. 

As a final word, we urge all Fundamentalists 
throughout the world, who can possibly come, to meet 
with us ine Philadelphia. We cannot over-emphasize 
the importance of this convention. It should be epoch 
making. God’s people need one another in these criti- 
cal days. We need to pray and counsel together. We 
need to have our spiritual batteries recharged. We 
need to have our vision renewed. We need the stim- 
ulus and inspiration of an international convention. 
Churches should send their pastors and delegates and 
pay the expenses. The church which sends its pastor 
to this convention will be repaid many times over. 
Every Fundamentalist organization, school, and insti- 
tution should send a delegate. 


Turtock, CAL. 








Girls’ Problems of Today 


Discussed by Mother Ruth 














Questions for answer, and other communications, 
may be addressed to Mother Ruth, The Sunday 
School Times, 323-327 North Thirteenth Street, Phila- 
delphia. No names or addresses or identity will be 
published in The Sunday School Times; and if ques- 
tions are too personal for an answer in these 
columns, Mother Ruth will be glad to reply indi- 
vidually if possible, if return postage is enclosed. 


Dear Mother Ruth: Will you please help me in my 
problem? I am a Sunday-school teacher and I like it, 
but I have a problem. I work every day until six o’clock 
and on Saturday until eight in the evening. I take the 
teacher-training course which takes one night a week, give 
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one night a week to studying the lesson for Sunday, also 
try to do some reading along the line of the lesson one 
night a week. I pray every day for each one of my girls, 
mentioning them by name before my heavenly Father, 
I write to them once every two weeks about the lesson. 
But I seem to lack something. I honestly try to live a 
Christian life at work, at home, and socially. Please give 
me your ideas of what a teacher should do and what she 
should study. May I take this opportunity of thanking 
you for your help on different problems I have asked of 
you in the past?—A DAUGHTER. 


Y DEAR DAUGHTER: In reading and re- 
reading your letter, I feel you are depending upon 
the works, and are not looking to the Holy Spirit 
for your power. No matter what method we pursue, 
and how we may study books, and give time for 
preparation for our class work, we must wait upon 
God for the power of the Holy Spirit. It is “not 
by might, nor by power, but by my spirit, saith the 
Lord of hosts” (Zech. 4:6). This he freely gives 
to all who diligently seek him, and who wait upon 
him for the enduement from on high. Be glad that 
you are not to depend upon yourself, nor the thoughts 
of man, but rejoice that the Holy Spirit will guide 
you, and always at the right moment. 
Please do not think I mean to discredit what you 
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have done and are doing. This “ought ye to have 
done, and not to leave the other undone.” The prin- 
cipal thing is to have the Spirit’s power in giving the 
Word, and then results are sure to follow. Some- 
times, and yes, very often, we must have patience to 
allow the Word to take root and grow. God does not 
work through us in any spectacular way; we plant 
the seed, and another waters, but it is “God that 
giveth the increase” (1 Cor. 3:6, 7). 

Don’t be discouraged. That is a temptation of 
the adversary, and you must recognize it, and keep 
steady in your preparation, seeking this power of 
which I have spoken. Rejoice that God hag laid his 
hand upon you to work in his vineyard, and in your 
joy will come your strength. 

“He went up into a mountain apart” (Matt. 14: 23). 
What for? The answer is found right there, — “to 
pray,” —and the verse goes on to tell us that “when 
the evening was come, he was there alone.” My dear 
girl, get in the habit of going alone with God, and 
give him all your difficulties. Commune with him 
so that you will be as the “clay in the potter’s hand,” 
and you will come forth renewed every time you do 
it. God grant that you may live your life close to 
your Master and Lord! 








Atheism 


Brilliant names in the “‘Who’s Who’’ of lost souls | 


and Art 


By an ex-Atheist 




















Artists do not have to be atheists, and many of them are not; but it is a sad fact that the so-called world 

of Bohemia in Letters and Art includes many who, professing themselves to be wise, became fools, and ‘‘wor- 

shipped and served the creature more than the Creator.” The ex-Atheist, now a humble believer in the Son 

of God as his Saviour and Lord, continues his extraordinary narrative of facts showing ‘‘ What Atheism 
Does to Atheists.’’ The series will continue in frequent issues for several months to come.”’ 


6s E COULD talk like a runaway quartz mill.” 
H C. C. Goodwin, witty one-time editor of 
the Salt Lake Tribune, was speaking of an 
ex-Senator of the United States on the occasion of 
his visit to the Mormon capital many years ago. The 
editor’s simile was not inapt. But to get the real 
force of the comparison one should know something 
of the stamp mill of the old-time silver mining days 
in the West. It was an enormous machine used to 
crush ore-bearing rock. It ran night and day, and 
days and weeks on end without stopping. And when 
it got out of control the very mountains trembled. _ 

An unlashed gun carriage on the deck of a ship 
at sea is a menace to life and everything on board. 
Crashing here and there with the surge and pitch of 
the sea it is a thing to be feared. 

An uncoupled freight car roaring down a long 
grade, and gathering speed with every second, is a 
terrifying thing. ; 

Almost anything in the realm of nature that is 
loose, out of control, unchecked, unrelated, is a threat, 
a danger to itself and to everybody and everything 
near it. Next to a vacuum nature abhors most a 
thing — anything —that is out of its place. 

It #% so, too, in the world of the spiritual. God, 
the Creator of all things, upholds and controls all 
things. “Upholding all things by the word of his 
power” (Heb. 1:3). All things? There is one ex- 
ception— man. God has granted to man the high 
trust and honor of free, intelligent will, He may sub- 
mit ;to authority and control or not. 

3t when he refuses to be controlled he becomes a 
spiritual anarchist (and sometimes a fleshly one also) 
—as dangerous to himself and to human society as 
a maniac at large. 

Such maniacs at large are quite frequently among 
the flowers of the flock; intellectually and artistically 
gifted. Satan, the first spiritual Anarchist (as he 
will be the last) was so gifted. “Thou wast upon 
the holy mountain of God; thou hast walked up and 
down in the midst of the stones of fire. Thou wast 
perfect in thy ways from the day that thou wast cre- 
ated, till iniquity was found im thee” (Ezek. 28:14, 
15). Satan, cunning maniac at large in God’s uni- 
verse, beautiful and gifted, loves and seeks to draw 
to himself those who are similarly gifted. In the 
“Who’s Who” of lost souls there will be many a bril- 
liant, many a famous name. 

I am to tell you something in this article of Carmel- 
by-the-Sea, the famous art colony near Monterey, 
California. I am to write of its dark side. I would 
much rather write of its bright side, and there is 
a bright side. But there is a sinister side, and there 
is a reason for it. Of this I write. 

Carmel is a beauty spot, as one might reasonably 
expect. The so-called “bay” of Carmel has been de- 
scribed as the impress of a huge thumb pressed into 
the shore from the open sea, the resulting half circle 
being a mile or so in length. The beach is of com- 
pact white sand, harmonizing perfectly with the blue 
‘of the sea and the jade-green (under the sunlight) 
of the combers that charge ceaselessly up the sandy 
beach. The heights beyond the beach are wooded 


and picturesque. On this beautiful, “woodsy” slope, 
in this romantic setting, sculptors, painters, musicians, 
literary people, and the “intelligentsia” from many 
countries have built their fancy-free homes and worked 
out a local government of their own. Not far away 
is the ancient Spanish Mission of Carmel; Mission 
and locality being named from the Catholic priestly 
order of that name. 

The various philosophies of unbelief, and the dis- 
regard of the social conventions that usually go with 
the Bohemian life have worked their havoc at Carmel. 
The minds and wills and passions of fine-grained men 
and women, uncontrolled by their God, have had their 
inevitable result —trouble, sorrow, suicide. 

George Sterling, known as the “California poet,” 
but also with a national reputation, was one of the 
founders of the Carmel colony. Sterling took his 
own life in his rooms at the Bohemian Club in San 
Francisco, November 18, 1926. <A dinner in his honor 
at the club had been planned. Friends and admirers 
from near and far had gathered for the occasion. 
Henry L. Mencken, noted writer, had come from New 
York to be present. It was to have been a “glorious 
Bohemian dinner.” Liquor—the “best” liquor — 
would, of course,- flow freely. When they found their 
guest of honor dead upstairs in his rooms the glori- 
ous dinner was abandoned. 

A newspaper account said: “He had carried a vial 
of poison for years, said Sterling’s friends. To his 
friends he was known as a melancholy man and sub- 
ject to severe moods.” “He was sad at times, the 
saddest man I have ever known,” was another friend’s 
Statement. “He found life bitter,” said still another 
intimate acquaintance. 

Sterling’s wife, with whom he lived only a few 
years and who divorced him in 1915, committed sui- 
cide * her home in Piedmont, an Oakland suburb, 
in 1918, 

The reason for all this sadness and wreck is not 
far tc seck. George Sterling had no faith; he had no 
God, no Bible. On a fragment of paper found among 
his effects at his death were written in the dead poet’s 
handwriting these words: ‘Deeper into the darkness 
can I peer than most, yet find the darkness still be- 
yond.” 

That he was regarded as a hero in his manner of 
leave-taking is indicated by the remark of one of his 
friends: “Good life, good death.” 

A newspaper heading, quoting the poet’s own words, 


said: “When pain has out-balanced pleasure — die !” 
Listen aisu to this from his writings: “Man... has 
devised for himself many weird religions . . . only 


to abandon them as his vision of the universe grew 
wider and wider.” 

Sterling was a student of astronomy. He said, 
speaking of man’s problems and destiny: ‘Betrayed 
in the past, not by the thousands of impossible gods 
of his own invention but by his own immaturity of 
mind, he is now finding the answer to his fear and 
perplexity in the study of the universe.” 

“I walk with phantoms,” he said. 

“The riddle of life,” said Sterling, “is a matter to 
which each of us must give hig or her own reply. It 
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is significant that a reply in the negative is usually 
the product of the stratified misery of the cities, the 
sick conclusion of a sick body.” 

The suspicion of a suicide agreement among a 
coterie of Carmel artists has seemed well founded. 
Xavier Martinez, Piedmont artist, had a close circle 
of artist friends. He entertained them often at his 
studio home, over week-ends. Every one of these 
artist friends—six of them—died by their own 
hands. Ambrose Bierce, writer of a column called 
“Prattle” in the San Francisco Examiner many years 
ago, was a man of the George Bernard Shaw type. 
Bierce was a lampooner; cynical and satirical. e 
“ridiculed every pretension to morality, particularly 
of a churchly sort.” 

Bierce spent some years in England, where he was 
received by members of the royal family and where 
he was known, on account of his manner of writing, 
as “Bitter Bierce.” Bierce and Joaquin Miller, “Poet 
of the Sierras,” belonged to a drinking club in Lon- 
don where they “shed the blood. of the grape” and 
“went to bed too early in the forenoon . . . and dili- 
gently burned the candle of life at both ends and in 
the middle.” Bierce said: ‘No great artist’ ever lets 
his heart get into his head.” Bierce, a veteran of 
the Civil War, loved war for its own sake and showed 
it in his writings. At seventy-two years of age he 
fought under Villa in Mexico. From Mexico he 
was never heard of again. Many think he valued 
his life so little that he deliberately threw it away 
—the logical result of a godless philosophy. 

Among Bierce’s “Modern Fables” was one about 
a Moral Principle meeting a Material Interest in 
crossing a stream on a narrow log. Of course Bierce 
has the Moral Principle lie. down and let the Mate- 
rial Interest proceed serenely on its way. Bierce 
had professed great admiration for the human Christ, 
but none at all for the divine Christ. 

Genius and talent belong to God who gave them. 
Unless the possessors of these priceless gifts use them 
to honor their Creator -the gold turns to dross; tears 
flow down cheeks that should shine with happiness; 
hearts that should beat with love turn to stone; and 
feet that should walk in Heaven’s own glorious light 
slip all too soon over the brink of death and into 
the abyss of darkness. Let us be glad that we are 
in the safe-keeping of One who is mighty to save 
and strong to deliver. 


(To be continued) 
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Little Missionaries 


HE very descriptive title “Little Missionaries” is 

given to the small Bible lesson picture cards and 
picture postal cards in an article which appeared in 
a Philippine Islands paper. Such pictures are in abun- 
dance in the homeland. After their use here they 
can be sent to a missionary for merely the cost of 
postage, which is usually two ounces for one cent. 
The World’s Sunday School Association has worked 
out a very helpful method of contact which has been 
in progress since 1909. Full information can be ob- 
tained by writing to the Surplus Material Department, 
216 Metropolitan Tower, New York City. Name 
your denomination in full and a card -of introduction 
will be sent giving name and address of a missionary 
in your own church if possible.- The explanatory 
leaflet tells about many other things that are also 
greatly desired by the missionaries. They especially 
want the large Bible lesson picture rolls which are 
used in almost every Sunday-school in the homeland. 
The cost. to mail a roll that never becomes stale is 
about eighteen cents. 

The Philippine Islands paper says: “We have re- 
ceived thousands of pretty postcards and pictures, 
for distribution among the many children who attend 
our classes in various places. A verse of Scripture 
th Tagalog is written on the back of the cards, and 
they are given as rewards for good attendance and 
attention. We find them very practicable ‘little mis- 
sionaries.’ We can use thousands of cards for distri- 
bution and for use in the Balopticon, so we hope our 
friends- will send all they can spare, in order that 
they may become ‘little missionaries’ of information, 
of truth, and (those which have verses of Scripture 
on the backs) of the Gospel.” 

Almost every missionary wants these pictures. Since 
the Surplus Material Department began in 1909 over 
67,000 introductions have been placed linking a Sun- 
day-school class or individual in the homeland with 
a missionary abroad, and usually of the same denomi- 
nation. In November Christmas greetings were sent 
from the World’s Sunday School Association to over 
1,000 missionaries who are helped by this plan. Now 
a good-sized avalanche of thank-you letters is being 
received and each one asks for more pictures. Co- 
operation at this time will be particularly helpful. 
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Lesson for April 26 
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LESSON 4. APRIL 26. HOW TO PRAY 


International Uniform Lesson.— Luke 18 
Golden Text.— Lord, teach us to pray.—Luke 11: I 














The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson Committee for printing in 
the lesson helps is vs. 1-14 


Kine James VERSION 


1 And he spake a parable unto them 
to this end, that men ought always to 
pray, and not to faint: 

2 Saying, There was in a city a judge, 
which feared not God, neither regarded 
man: 

3 And there was a widow in that city ; 
and she came unto him, saying, Avenge 
me of mine adversary. < 

4 And he would not for a while; but 
afterward he said within himself, Though 
I fear not God, nor regard man; 

5 Yet because this widow troubleth me, 
I will avenge her, lest by her continual 
coming she weary me. 

6 And the Lord said, Hear what the 
unjust. judge saith. : 

7 And shall not God avenge his own 
elect, which cry day and night unto him, 
though he bear long with them? 

8 I tell you that he will avenge them 
speedily. Nevertheless when the Son of 
man cometh, shall he find faith on the 
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1 And he spake a parable unto them 
to the end that they ought always to 
pray, and not to faint; 2 saying, There 
was in a city a. judge, who feared not 
God, and regarded not man: 3 and there 
was a widow in that city; and she came 
oft unto him, saying, * Avenge me of mine 
adversary. 4 And he would not for a 
while: but afterward he said within him- 
self, Though I fear not God, nor regard 
man; 5 yet because this widow troubleth 
me, I will avenge her, *lest she * wear 
me out by her continual coming. 6 And 
the Lord said, Hear what ‘the unright- 
eous judge saith. 7 And shall not God 
avenge his elect, that cry to him day and 
night, and yet he is longsuffering over 
them? 8 I say unto you, that he will 
avenge them speedily. Nevertheless, when 
the Son of man cometh, shall he find 
*faith on the earth? 

9 And he spake also this parable unto 


Ki1nG JAMES VERSION 
tain which trusted in themselves that they 
were righteous, and despised others: 


10 Two men went up into the temple 


to pray ; the one a Pharisee, and the other 


a publican. 


11 The Pharisee stood and prayed thus 
with himself, God, I thank thee, that I 
am not as other men are, extortioners, un- 
just, adulterers, or even as this publican. 


12 I fast twice in the week, I give 
tithes of all that I possess. 


13 And the publican, standing afar off, 
would not lift up so much as his eyes unto 
heaven, but smote upon his breast, say- 
ing, God be merciful to me a sinner. 


14 I tell you, this man went down to 
his house justified rather than the other: 
for every one that exalteth himself shall 
be abased * and he that humbleth himself 
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at nought: 10 Two men went up into the 
temple to pray; the one a Pharisee, and 
the other a * publican. 11 The Pharisee 
stood and prayed thus with himself, God, 
I thank thee, that I am not as the rest of 
men, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or 
even as this ® publican. 12 I fast twice 
in the week; I give tithes of all that I 
get. 13 But the * publican, standing afar 
off, would not lift up so much as his eyes 
unto heaven, but smote his breast, say- 
ing, God, ®be thou merciful to me a 
sinner. 14 I say unto you, This man went 
down to his house justified rather than 
the other: for every one that exalteth 
himself shall be humbled; but he that 
humbleth himself shall be exalted. 


Or, Do me justice of: and so in 
ver. 5, 7, 8. *Or, lest at last by her 
coming she wear me out. * Gr., bruise. 
*Gr., the judge of unrighteousness. 
* Or, and is he slow to punish on their 
behalf? °Or, the fatth. ‘™Gr., the 
rest. ®See Luke 7:29; Matt. 21: 
32. ° Or, be thou propitiated. »* Or, 





earth? 
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The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. Russell Howden 


‘The Practical Aim 
Te SHOW the children the value of prayer and 


to teach them that God’s delays are not neces- 
sarily denials. 


The Historical Setting 


The teaching of this lesson was. given as the Lord 
Jesus was going on his final’ journey to Jerusalem 
(Luke 17:11), .This journey must have begun at 
Ephraim (John 11:54). The wilderness which John 
mentions. may be the grassy mountain pasture lands 
lying to the northeast of Jerusalem. At any rate it 
seems clear that this Ephraim was a place in the south 
of Palestine, for our Lord took his journey to Jeru- 
salem through Samaria and Galilee. The order of 
these words indicates that. he was traveling in a 
northward direction. We are not told how he came 
south again. It may have been by the difficult and 
mountainous road east of the Jordan., There was 
also an ancient road on the western side of the river. 

This parable about prayer must have been given 
not many weeks befdre the Passion. The connection 
between this chapter and the remainder of the Gospel 
is plainly a very close one in a chronological sense. 


Verse by Verse 


Luke 18:1.—And he spake. The conjunction is 
important. It shows that this parable was given in 
close connection with our Lord’s teaching with refer- 
ence to his second coming, and the whole of this 
teaching now given about prayer should be carefully 
related to that. It is prayer concerning that advent 
which is especially in view here. 

Men ought. “Ought” is the same as the word 
translated “must” in 19:5. Always. Compare I 
Thessalonians 5:17. The mind of prayer rather than 
the outward act is here intended. Prayer may be 
and ought to be an experience of ceaseless communion 
with God. This will by no means preclude the neces- 
sity of special seasons of prayer. 

To faint. To languish. To give up either through 
despair at the growing. weight of outward evil in 
the world and in the Church, or through the spiritual 
lassitude of one’s own sinful heart. 

Verse 2—Which feared not God. A common form of 
expression for an unprincipled and reckless person. 

Verse 3—A widow. Typically, therefore, one 
utterly forlorn and helpless. 

Avenge me. {Deliver me from.” The justice of her 
cause is presupposed. 

Verse 5.—I will avenge her. The point of this 
part of the parable is the extortion of right from such 
a man by importunity. His act was not itself an act 
of justice but of injustice. He did it from regard 
of self, not from a sense of duty. 

By her continual coming. Literally, “coming for- 
ever. 

Weary. Literally, “to smite in the face.” So, 
proverbially, to mortify or annoy unceasingly. It has 
been observed that the apostles had acted from this 
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: certain who trusted in themselves that 
9 And he spake this parable unto cer- they were righteous, and set ‘all others 


shall be exalted. 


% % bd x 


very motive when they besought the Lord to send 
away the Syrophenician woman (Matt. 15: 23). 
Verse 7.—His own elect. The poor widow is the 
Church whose Lord is away in the glory, contending 
with her “adversary the devil” (1 Pet. 5:8), so she 
has this additional claim in which the right of her 
case consists that she is the elect of God. : 
Though he bear long with them. He delays his 
vengeance in this case. He is long-suffering. And 
that has reference not so much to the Church as to 
the human adversaries. of the Church. As to the rea- 
son for delay arising from this case see 2 Peter 3:9. 


Verse 8—Speedily. Apparently this word will not 
bear the meaning “swiftly when it comes,” though it 
is tempting so to interpret it. We must construe the 
“speedily” on the one hand with the “longsuffering” 
on the other. Both words are used from God’s stand- 
point with whom “a thousand years [is] as one day” 
(2 Pet. 3:8). 

Shall he find faith on the.earth? The definite arti- 
cle should be added. It is “the faith.” 

Verse 11.—The Pharisee stood. Better, “took up his 
stand.” This one little word pictures vividly the 
whole process of taking up. this attitude in the sight 
of other worshipers. 

With himself. Not even the Pharisee would have 
prayed thus for other men to hear. For light on this 
whole verse compare James 1: 24. 

Verse 12.—Fast twice. These were voluntary fasts. 
The only prescribed fast day was the great day of 





Praying with One’s Self 
By Amos R. Wells 


HE Pharisee stood and he prayed with himself, 

—ah, the conceited, vain - glorious elf! He 
prayed to himself, and there was not a word of 
praise or petition addressed to his Lord.. The 
Pharisee joyed in his manifold graces, his filling 
with honor so many high places, his piety— ah, how 
it sparkled and shone! and how his rare virtue had 
blossomed and grown! ‘The Pharisee, doing what 
righteousness does, was heartily glad that he was as 
he was, and all in his robe of perfection arrayed, he 
called God to notice himself as he prayed. Does 
anyone question that anyone ever could praying 
and meekness so badly dissever? Then just let him 
study himseg& as he prays, and note the strange 
prayers tHat he ventures to raise. Do we feel, as 
we pray, that the Father is near? Do we know he 
is ready and eager to hear? Are we mindful of all 
of the joys he has given, already on earth and made 
ready in Heaven? As we pray do our thoughts 
ever ardently run over seas, over lands, in the course 
of the sun, till they visit the sad of this pitiful earth, 
in the love that was born of the Wonderful Birth? 
O Christ, in thy Spirit our praying shall be, forget- 
ful of self and remembering thee, forgetful of self 
and remembering thine, thy children wrapped up in 
thy mercy divine. 











the sinner. 


American Standard Version copyright, 1929, by International Council of Religious Education. 


Atonement once a year (Lev. 16:29; Num. 29:7). 
The Pharisee is boasting of his works of supereroga- 
tion. Tithes. (Compare Mal. 3:10). Possess. This 
should be translated “get.” It is the tithe of all his 
increase to which he refers (cf. Deut. 14: 22). 

Verse 13.—The publican. A tax gatherer. This is 
always an odious profession in countries where the 
taxes are not collected by regular assessment but are 
farmed out to speculators. Under the Roman Empire 
this was the case. The right to collect taxes in a 
particular area was put up to auction in Rome at 
stated intervals. The speculators were men of wealth 
in Rome. The successful bidder usually sublet his 
privilege to local special contractors. These special 
contractors were unscrupulous men who made their 
profits out of over charges which they were able to 
extort. In Palestine they were particularly obnoxious 
to their fellow country men because they were Jews 
who were renegades and who had taken service under 
the hated Roman government. 

Verse 14.—Justified. Reckoned righteous (cf. Rom. 
4:12). 
A Lesson Outline 

1. The prayer of the needy saint. 

2. The prayer of the self-righteous. 

3. The prayer of the penitent sinner. 
Golden Topics 


1. Prayer. In this first parable it is the sense of 
need that is the prevailing motive for prayer. The 
need arises from crushing circumstances of oppres- 
sion of an adversary too mighty to be overcome by 
the petitioner’s own power. 

2. The persons who are thus to pray. The primary 
reference is not personal or individual but collective 
and ecclesiastical. Note the application of the parable 
to God’s elect (v. 7), but by a quite legitimate ex- 
tension the parable may be given a secondary appli- 
cation to individual needs. With younger children 
this secondary aspect should be kept foremost. Older 
scholars should be encouraged to recognize the wider 
purpose of the teaching. . The whole parable seems 
to have a peculiar appropriateness to the closing days 
of this age. It should be read as a special injunction 
to God’s people then to prayer. The special content 
of such prayer will naturally be “Thy kingdom come.” 

3. The connection between the two parables.. In 
view of the relationship of the first parable to the 
teaching concerning the Lord’s return the connection 
between the two parables is full of interest and im- 
portance. The great danger that besets many of God’s 
dear children who do know something of the truth 
of the Second Coming is that they may come to, 
entertain a feeling of superiority to others. Knowl- 
edge of the Lord’s coming ought to induce holinéss 
of life (cf. 1 John 3:3). is very holiness is not 
to become a ground of self-applause. Holiness itself 
is all of grace in whatever measure you may have 
come to experience it. Heart readiness for the Ad- 
vent does not depend upon any attainment of your 
own but always on the merits of your Lord. The 
position of the holiest believer must ever be essen- 
tially that of the publican in the second parable. 

TUNBRIDGE WELLS, ENG. 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 


AS it wrong for the Pharisee to give tithes of 
all that he gained? Why? 

2. Is not obedience to his command well pleasing to 
God? What then was the mistake the Pharisee made? 

3. If God loves us, knows what is best for us, and 
will give us more than we can ask or think, why need 
we pray? 

4. What is it in the Pharisee’s prayer that we should 
avoid? 

5. What is it in the publican’s prayer that we would 
do well to copy? 

6. What danger is there to be avoided in making a 
public prayer? 

7. What two things did our Lord most stress to make 
prayer effective? 

8. What teaching of our Lord’s, in Luke’s eighteenth 
chapter, made his teaching on prayer keenly apropos to 
their present situation? ; 

9. How many times in this Gospel, between the start- 
ing forth on his last journey to Jerusalem, and the pres- 
ent chapter, the eighteenth, can you find a reference to 
the approaching death of our Lord? 

10. What use of_the word “cross” in these chapters 
does not refer to Christ’s own crucifixion ? 

11. How many references to prayer, by word or ex- 
ample, can you count in Luke’s Gospel, in chapters 1 
to 18? 

12, What general guide to correct interpretation of 
parables is well illustrated in this one of “the unjust 
judge’? 

Answers to Last Week’s Questions 

The afiswers to the lesson questions of the preceding 

week are given on one of the later pages of this issue. 


w 
The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


“Up and Down the Creek.”—/J will avenge [do 
justice to] her, lest she wear me out by her continual 
coming (v. 5, R. V.). Coatesville is located on the west 
branch of the Brandywine. A few miles down the 
stream was fought in Revolutionary Days the tamous 
Battle of Brandywine, where General Lafayette. was 
wounded, and the American forces defeated. Here 
at Coatesville in the western end of the great Ches- 
ter Valley, the Brandywine breaks through the hills, 
north and south and goes singing through its rich 
valleys down to Wilmington and the sea. To get 
through the hills the waters had to come tumbling 
down. So years ago men dammed the stream for 
power and set up little iron mills. The first of these 
mills to make plates is here in Coatesville now, the 
little rolls having grown into “the largest plate mill 
in the world,” as the big sign on the building says. 
This early mill was run’ by a woman, the grand- 
mother of Mr. Charles L. Huston, so well known 
in religious circles. Still in the family. There have 
been mills “up and down the creek” for many years. 
Northernmost “Hibernia,” then “Wagontown,” ‘“Pen- 
nocks,” “Viaduct,” “Lukens,” “Boiler Works,” 
“Ridgways,” “Bethlehem,” “Laurel.” Some have 
gone and some remain, but all are in a row “up and 
down the creek.” When a man comes to Coatesville 
looking for a job he usually starts “up” and comes 
“down the creek.” I am about the last fellow he 
sees and I generally get the hard luck look and sad 
words, “Nothin’ doin’.”. Then I say, “Go right up 
the creek and start down again—got nothing else 
to do, have you? Always remember this, old fellow, 
by the time you ask for a job about twenty times they 
will think you really and truly want a job—and you 
will get one.” It almost always works out that way 
(Eccles. 9:10). Paul was no quitter (Acts 14: 20, 
21). When Ben Russell was labor boss at “Viaduct” 
he used to say to the fellow who wanted work, “Here 
are your tools, you say you want work, now get 
busy and let’s see you work!” If the man showed 
good stuff in him he got a steady job at good pay. 
“Lots of ’em don’t want work, they want a soft snap,” 
said Ben. Now the Master tells us, here and else- 
where, when we pray to mean business. Not be a 
quitter, 

To Bring the Answer.—Two men went up into 
the temple to pray; the one a Pharisee, and the other 
a publican (v. 10). The Master seems to divide those 
that pray into two classes. We folks who are tied 
up with the Sunday-school have been familiar with 
the two P’s for years. How indignant some of us 
would be if we were told much of our praying put 
us into the Pharisee class! Yet most of us think 
we are a pretty good sort whether we belong to 
church or not. I have paused right here with pencil 
poised while I run over the good folks I know, in 
church and out, and I cannot think of a single one 
who might be (mentally, of course) smiting the breast 
and crying, “God be merciful to me a sinner.” Try 
it with folks you know. Did you ever hear something 
like this, “No, I don’t go to church, but I notice I 
am about as good as—,” then he names one or more 
weaklings of the flock, and adds, “I pay one hundred 
cents on the dollar,.don’t jaw my wife, don’t snap off 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


my children, and say my prayers every night before 
I go to bed.” A regular “rich young ruler” (Matt. 
19:20). Indeed, we are told that one of the dangers 
of our country is the growth in certain quarters of 
this Pharisee attitude. Those who go to Europe say 
there are those of our country men who go there and 
bring our nation into contempt with those who do not 
know us intimately. I wonder what would happen 
to us as a nation if, as we contemplated the terrible 
scoffing of the laws we make, the long list of unpun- 
ished crime, the many murders, the grist of the divorce 
mills, we should stand up before the King of nations 
beating our breast and crying with tears, “God be 
merciful to your Uncle Sam a sinner!” Yes, and John 
Bull, too, with gin mills and grog shops and a few 
other things! Yes, and us “church folks” with our 
parsimony, our laziness, our neglect, our “commis- 
sions” and our “omissions.” Yes, what a “whale of 
a difference” it would make if we should all take a 
notion to vote the “Publican” ticket—so to speak! ° 
Wouldn’t our prayers be answered though! 


Humble Pie.—He that humbleth himself shall be 
exalted (v. 14). Here in this verse we have the an- 
swer. That is to say, if Uncle Sam will always 
smite his breast and confess his sins and avoid the 
“swelled head,” God will exalt him to the highest 
place any nation, ancient or modern, has ever attained. 
As a nation we have our good points. Indeed, we 
happen to be the only nation in the world’s history 
that has dared to grapple in a life-and-death struggle 
with that giant, old Bacchus. Uncle Sam has tackled 
the job and.old Bacchus is bellowing like the bulls 
of Bashag (Psa. 22:12, 13). A while ago I had 
occasion to write former Premier Baldwin of Great 
Britain. He used to read my stuff regularly, so he 
told the Advertising Club of the World. I told him 
what we were doing with the age-old liquor curse 
in this country. I said, in effect, “Mr. Premier, unless 
Johnny Bull follows America’s example and kicks 
out his liquor trade that is impoverishing his people 
and impairing their efficiency, Uncle Sam is going to 
lick Ba out of his boots.” Johnny Bull, you may 
remei..er is always shown wearing mighty neat look- 
ing bocts. Of course, the above is not the language 
of diplomacy, but Premier Baldwin used to be in the 
iron and steel business (I guess he still is) and he 
understood the language of the mill and cinder bank. 
You teachers of the gentle maidens can translate it 
into parlorian. While America is dry, greatly to our 
credit, ninety-five percent of the country’s territory 
was dry before the Eighteenth Amendment and sev- 
enty percent of the population lived in dry territory 
—yet as a nation we are giving the Ten Command- 
ments a hard testing with not a few breaks in many 
spots. There is much fruit in America from which to 
make humble pie. Let’s make all three kinds, “open 
face,” “lattice,” and “kivered,” and get down to the 
low place in our Sabbath desecration, disobedience to 
parents, banditry, bootlegging, divorce, and other evils, 
and prepare ourselves by tears and smiting for God’s 
exalting of us to the high place. 

CoaTESvVILLE, Pa. 


Teaching by Objects 
By Ethel S. Low 





MaterIAL: A father with his little son. 








(This is a dialogue between the father, and the 
leader of the group, and should be rehearsed in order 
to bring out the desired points.) 

Leader—Is this your little son? 

Father—Yes. 

L.—Does he ever ask you for anything? 

F.—Oh, yes, indeed. 

L.—How useless. Do you not know what he needs 
without his bothering you? 


F.—Yes, I know his needs, but I love to have him 
ask for things, for I love to grant his requests, when 
pessible, for I love him. 








Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform Lessons for the 

year may be had from The Sunday School Times Company, 

323-327 North Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
acopy, or $1 a dozen. 


. April 26.—How to Pray. .....-.ccccccccccccccesecs Luke 18 


ss 


5. May 3.—Jesus in the Home of Zaccheus ..Luke 19: 1-10 
6. May 1o.—The Parable of the Pounds ....Luke 19 : 11-26 
7. May 17.—Jesus Enters Jerusalem as King 

Luke 19: 28 to 20: 47 
8 May 24.—Jesus Preparing for the End 

Luke 21:1 to 22:23 
9. May 31.—Jesus in Gethsemane ............ Luke 22: 24-71 
RO; SURG Fie TO CIO 065 6a no iiksascassseasecescse Luke 23 


tr. June 14.—The Resurrection and the Ascension. Luke 24 

12, June 21.—The Sin of Causing Others to Stumble. 
(Temperance Lesson.) .....ccccccccces Romans 14 : 13-23 

13. June 28.—Review: Jesus the World’s Saviour: 
Suffering and Sovereignty. 
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L.—When possible? Don’t you always give your 
son everything for which he asks? 

F.—Oh, no. 

L.—Why not? 

F.—Because, with my wider knowledge and. experi- 
ence, I know it would not be best for him. 

L.—But does he understand this? 


F.—Not now, but he will later, and he just has 
to trust me now. 


L.—When you have said “No” to some request, 
does he go out to his playmates and tell them that 
you won’t answer him, that he has asked and asked, | 
and you refuse to answer him? 


F.—No, he understands that “No” is an answer. 


L.—But sometimes he teases, if he -is a real boy, 
and begs to have his way? 


F.—Yes, and sometimes, when the consequences are 
not serious, I let him have his own way, just to teach 
him the needed lesson. 


L—And sometimes he gets a very independent 
spell, and doesn’t need a father at all. He-is going 
to do everything himself. What then? 


F.—I let him try, and fail, and then when he comes 
and says, “Daddy, I can’t do this. I wish you would 
do it for me,” I do it. 


Christ said, “Whosoever shall not receive the king- 
dom of God as a little child, . Shall not enter 
therein” (Mark 10:15). And we must all be ‘little 
children in the school of prayer. 

Mopesto, Ca, - 


The Illustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations for this 

department; one dollar is paid for each illustration 

accepted, and two dollars for the best one each week. 
But readers are urged not to send anything without -first 
securing and reading carefully _a leaflet explaining the 
conditions of this department. The full iist of lessons for 
the year, with this leaflet, will be sent for ten cents in 
stamps. Failure to note the conditions means that good 
illustrations are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 


Illustrations must reach The Sunday School Times three 
full months in advance of the date of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on that portion 
of + Ba text indicated in the lesson list after the 
wor “ nt.”” 


Illustrations on other verses than the Golden Text are 
specially desired, though some on the Golden Text are alse 
needed. 

What Brings the Treasure Ships?—Men ought 
always to pray, and not to faint (Luke 18:1). 

God’s ships of treasure sail upon the boundless sea 

Of love divine, of power infinite ; 

To change their course, retard their onward way, 

Nor wind, nor wave hath might. 

Prayer is the tide for which the vessels wait 

Ere they can come to port. And if it be the tide is low, 

Then how canst thou expect God’s treasure ships to see? 
—From “Cheering Words Calendar.” Sent by E. M. 
James, Toronto. 


Would This Prayer be Answered?—Men ought 
always to pray (v. 1). Some persons decide upon a 
course of action and then expect to agree with 
them and help them out. A little girl when saying 
her prayers petitioned God thus, “And please, God, 
make Boston the capital of Vermont. The shocked 
mother said, “Why, Marian, what made you say 
that?” “Cause,” answered the little girl, “I made 
it that way in my zamination paper today, and I want 
it to be right."—From The Watthword. Sent by Mrs. 
M. Watts, Ewell, Surrey, Eng. 


Would God Change His Laws?—Men ought al- 
ways to pray (v. 1). Many object to prayer on the 
ground that God’s laws cannot be altered. “Do you 
suppose that God is going to change any of his laws 
because you ask him to?” is the question of the un- 
believer. It is well stated by J. Denham Smith: 
“Can prayer alter the divine law? Nay, but it is 
one of God’s laws that when his people pray he an- 
swers. ‘Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and 
ye shall find.’” So prayer does not ask God to 
break any of his laws, instead, prayer is our obedience 
to God’s law. We may say reverently that our pray- 
ing opens: the way for God to carry to the fullest results 
his own laws. It is the man who does not pray who 
breaks God’s law.—From The Sunday School Times. 
Sent by Emily McFarland, Newark, Ohio. 


Not an Interruption.—And shall not God avenge 
his own elect, which cry day and night unto him, 
though he bear long with them? (v. 7.) <A chief 
official called a meeting of his helpers for the dis- 
cussion of important matters, and gave orders to the 
porter that they should not be disturbed during their 
deliberations. Soon the door was opened, and a little 
boy walked in, went straight to the officer, and said, 
“Daddy, I want some money to buy some candy.” The 
officer placed his arm tenderly around his little son, 
and with the love light shining in his eyes asked, 
“What kind of candy, Son?” “Red candy, Daddy.” 
The money was gladly given, and the little fellow 
went happily on his way. Our Father rules worlds and 
controls them in their courses. He seems unapproach- 














































































































































Lesson for April 26 


able on his mighty throne, but when a 
son calls trustingly for help, all the activ- 
ities of nature are suspended, if need be, 
to hear the prayer of his child—From a 
sermon by Dr. V. C. Curtis. Sent by 
Mrs. Susie Thomas, Starkville, Miss. 


Leaving God Out — Means What?— 
When the Son of man coweth, shall he 
find faith on the earth? (v. 8.) _ More 
depends upon prayer today than in any 
period of the world’s long, dark, sad his- 
tory. There is more confusion and more 
of suffering, and more of sorrow and 
more of sin than ever before, and we are 
going about in every direction on man- 
made plans to solve these problems and 
to heal these sores, and we cannot. do 
it. The most tragic fact of modern his- 
tory, to my mind, is the fact that the 
peace conference at Versailles. went for- 
ward in all of its sessions without a word 
of prayer, and that any recognition of 
God in the covenant of the League of 
Nations was deliberately declined. If we 
humble ourselves under the mighty hand 
of God, in due season he will exalt us; 
but if we exalt ourselves we shall be 
cast down—From The Faith. Sent by 
Howard. M. Green, Hornell, N.Y. 


It Would Rejoice God’s Heart.— 
The one a Pharisee (v. 10). “See,” said 
an evangelist to a penitent who was slow 
in taking comfort— “see how even a 
publican was accepted when he cried for. 
mercy!” “Ah,” said the other, “but I 
have been a greater sinner than a pub- 
lican; I have been a Pharisee!” “Well,” 
was the answer, “since God was so glad 
to hear a publican say, ‘God be merciful 
to me a sinner,’ how glad would he be 
-to hear a Pharisee say so!” God used 
these words to bring comfort, light, and 
salvation to the man’s heart—/rom The 
Chrisiian Herald. Sent by Emily Mc- 
Farland, Newark, Ohio; and M.-H. 
James, Toronto. 


~ Our Greatest Hindrance.—/ thank 
thee, that I am not as other men are (v. 
11). Spiritual pride is a great hindrance 
to spiritual growth. When the saintly 
James Harvey was a young curate, he 
frequently talked with a wise old plow- 
man named Clayton. One day the sub- 
ject under discussion was this: “What 
is the greatest impediment to spiritual 
growth and happiness?” The curaie 
said: “Surely to renounce our siniul 
self.” “No,” said the plowman, “the 
greatest difficulty is to renounce our right- 
eous self”’—l‘rom The Sunday School 
Times. Sent by Emily McFarland, New- 
ark, Ohio. 

Are We Fighting for the Towel?— 
He that humbleth himself shall be ex- 
alted (v. 14)..«A young minister was 
preaching a sermon on Christ washing 
the disciples’ feet, and in the midst of it 
he said, “Do you know, friends, we are 
all fighting for the top in the church, but 
there are so few fighting for the towel.” 
This was a crude way of saying that 
there are very few willing to be the 
last, the lowesi, and the least in the body 
of Christ—From The Gospel Herald. 
Sent by. Emily. McFarland, Newark, 
Ohio. 

Asking for a Little Dog.—Lord, that 
I may receive my sight (v. 41). Theo- 
dore Monod was once telling a little 
friend about Christ healing blind Barti- 
meus. “And-what,” said he to the boy, 

t. “would you have asked from Jesus if 
you had been -blind?” “Oh,” said. the 
child, with glowing face and kindling 
eyes, “I should have asked him for a 
nice little dog with a collar and chain, 
to lead me about.” How often do we 
ask for the blind man’s dog instead of 
the seeing man’s eyes—From The Sun- 
day School Chronicle. Sent by Emily 
McFarland, Newark, Ohio. Prize illus- 
tration. 

Would God Remember the Soap ?— 
Ask, and it shall be given you (11:9). 
Sister Annie tells of how God has again 
and again supplied the needs of the 
Homes at Friedenshort. The Warteberg 
was at one time in great need. The store- 
room was exhausted, the last loaves of 
bread had been baked, and in that 
supreme moment the sister in charge of 
the laundry appeared with the news that 
wash day was imminent and there was 
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she could not help her —if money came ; 
flour was the first necessity, and then 
other provisions. But washing without 
soap for a hundred children was also an 
impossibility. The laundry Sister retired 
with her helper and cried to the Father 
to send soap, for if He sent money the 
Sister would buy no soap! The answer 
was not long in coming. The sum of 
fifteen pounds arrived which was just 
the right amount for a month’s supply of 
flour, The same post brought a notice 
that a wooden case was lying at the rail- 
way station. It was quickly brought, and 
it turned out to be a case of soap— the 
only time when this was given in kind! 
—l'rom Christ Life. Sent by M. H. 
Janes, Toronto, 


When No Breeze Came.—Lord, teach 
us to pray (Golden Text). A dear 
brother told me that he had been very 
sick and was recuperating in the moun- 
tains, where there was a large lake. He 
sat in the sail boat, the breeze was stiff, 
and he sailed nicely for a while, but sud- 
denly the breeze stopped, and he was 
helpless. He was too weak to row to 
shore, and he asked the Lord to give 
him a breeze to blow him ashore, but 
no breeze came. Instead, a kind neigh- 
bor who saw his predicament rowed out 
to his boat, and fastening his own to it, 
towed it to the shore. The Lord an- 
swered his prayer. What he wanted 
was to get to shore, and he gave the 
Lord advice on how to get there, but the 
Lord did not take it. The Lord got him 
ashore, but he gave the neighbor the priv- 
ilege of towing him in. ‘He got his de- 
sire, but not his way.—From The Moody 
Monthly. Sent by Albert Mygatt, Spen- 
Cer, S. Dy - 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
we so need to learn how to pray! Even as 
we pray now together we greatly realize 
our need. May we realize more than we 
ever have what it meams to draw near to 
thee in prayer. What a privilege we have, 
and what a loss there is to us and those for 
whom we should pray when we do not use 
this marvelous privilege. May the prayers 
that we offer before thy throne come not 
from a desire to use fine phrases, or to be 
heard of others, but rather from humble, 
contrite hearts seeking to draw near to thee. 
May there be no _ self-exaltation in our 
prayer, but may we be free from pride and 
self-righteousness. We ask this in the name 
of our Lord Jesus. Amen. 


many of us feel sure that we know how | 
to pray? You need not raise your hands. | 
Just let the question linger in your minds | 
a moment. But there is another ques- | 
tion I should like to ask,—how many | 
of us are letting prayer take iis proper | 
place in our lives as best we know how? 
God certainly honors some very imperfect 
prayers. He heeds the feeblest prayer- 
cry from the sincere heart of any of 
his children, Let us not refrain from 
praying simply because we feel that we 
do not know how. In the very first 
verse of our lesson the Lord said these 
clear, plain words, “Men ought always 
to pray, and not to faint.” Have you 
prayed over a matter very close to your 
heart, and then have become discouraged 
about it? Well, just remember that men 
ought always to pray, and not to faint. 
We are not to pray just to see whether 
praying will work or xot, but it is to be 
a habit of life for the Christian, with- 
out fainting or giving up if the answers 
seem slow in coming. Let us learn to 
pray by praying, and not be satisfied 
with just talking about it, and wishing 
we knew how. Let us bow our heads 
now while our pastor leads us in prayer. 
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Lesson Hymns 


“Just for Today.” 

“Alone With God.” 

“Prayer.” 

“Sweet Hour of Prayer.” 

“Spirit of God, Descend Upon My Heart.” 
“Teach Me to Pray.” 


For Primary Teachers 
By Mrs. Eleanor B. Hatton 


EAD Luke 18, using verses 1-14 and 

35-43 for the lesson. The Lord 
Jesus knew that he was soon to leave 
the world and go back to his Father in 
Heaven. So he kept on telling his dis- 
ciples and all who would listen to him 
precious truths about God, and about how 
to pray. We have been learning ‘some 
of the interesting stories he told as he 
was on his last journey to Jerusalem, 
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to study two beautiful stories he told, 
teaching us how to pray, and one inci- 
dent showing how willingly the Saviour 
himself answered earnest prayer. 

lf the children have not been taught 
the story of “The Widow and the Unjust 
Judge” tell it to them in simple words, 
showing that the widow was weak, and 
needed help against a strong, cruel enemy. 
The judge was the one to see that every- 
body received justice. But this judge 
did not care for anyone. The widow 
kept coming, and finally he defended 
her, just because he got tired of her 
coming to him for help. By this 
story the Lord wants us to see that if 
the cruel judge helped the poor widow, 
of course, God the loving Father will 
listen to his own children who keep com- 
ing to him for help, and when he does 
not answer at once it is because he wants 
to teach us faith and patience. He loves 
his children to pray to him often and 
to believe in his love and power. He 
delights to answer prayer, even if some- 
times he does wait a long time. 


Now talk about the two men who 
prayed in the Temple. The one who 
prayed first was a Pharisee who spent 
all the time telling God what a good 
fellow he was, and giving thanks that 
he was not like other people, especially 
a publican who was near by. Ask the 
children if they think it was unkind for 
the Pharisee to call attention to the 
| publican’s sins before the people in the 
Temple. The Pharisee did not feel that 
he needed to ask anything of the Father 
in Heaven. He was satisfied with him- 
self. Was there anything in this prayer 
for God to answer? After the Pharisee 
finished telling God all the good things 
that he did the poor publican began to 
pray. He beat upon his breast with his 
head bowed down, and did not tell the 
Lord a single good thing about himself. 
His prayer was very short, but very ear- 
nest. Have the class repeat the publi- 
can’s prayer with you, “God be merciful 
to me, a sinner.” Did God answer this 
prayer? Yes, the Saviour tells us that 
the publican went home “justified.” This 
means that God answered his prayer, and 
forgave all of his sins. Make it very 
| plain to the children that God still hears 
the prayer of each little sinner who is 
sorry for his sins, and tells God about 
them, asking to be forgiven in the name 
of the Lord Jesus. 

The Master went on his journey, and 
came near Jericho. Who was sitting by 
the side of the road near the city as the 
multitude passed? The blind man hear- 
ing the great crowd following the Lord, 
asked what it meant. Can anyone tell 
the beautiful answer some one gave? 
Perhaps the blind beggar had heard how 
the Lord Jesus healed the sick, and gave 
sight to other blind people, and he was 
full of hope, and began to cry out, “Jesus, 
thou son of David, have mercy on me.” 
The people told him to keep quiet. But 
the blind beggar wanted to see, and be- 
lieved that if he could just get the Sav- 
iour tg hear him, that he would cer- 
tainly receive his sight. So he kept on 
calling to the Lord to have mercy on 
him. Did the Saviour hear the poor beg- 
gar’s cry for mercy? Did it please him 
for the man to keep calling for his help? 
We believe it did, for he stood still and 
had the blind beggar brought to him, 
and asked, “What wilt thou that I shall 
do unto thee?” Of course, the Lord knew 
that he needed sight, but he must tell just 
what he wanted, and it sounds as if the 
Lord would have done anything the poor 
beggar asked him to do. When he asked 
for sight, the Saviour gave it to him, 
and told him his faith had saved him. 
Ask. the class how the man- felt’ when 
he looked out on the beautiful world. 
His heart was full of joy as he followed 
the Lord Jesus, and glorified God.# And 
the people who were following the Sav- 
iour praised God, too. We know the 
blind beggar was glad he was by the 
roadside that day when the Lord Jesus 
passed by, and that he kept calling till 
the Saviour heard and answered. 

Close the lesson with a little personal 
talk‘ about praying, and make the Mem- 
ory Verse a real prayer, “Lord, teach us 
to pray” (Luke 11:10). 


Curnron, S. C 
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Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





The Saviour teaching us to pray: 
(1) with persistence; (2) for faith; (3) in 


How the Lesson is Taught This Week | 
humility. 





ERE are more of those marvelous 
little stories by means of which 
Christ first taught his initial followers, 
and is still teaching all who would follow 
him now. Are you helping your girls 
to write up the simple synopsis of this 
“Life of Jesus, the World’s Saviour,” 
from week to week, as suggested under 
our Home Study each week? . Here are 
more riches for the section under “The 
Teachings of the Saviour,” mentioned 
last week. Luke’s list of such parable 
teachings is a long and beautiful one. 
Will you begin your class today by 
“vepeating the Lord’s Prayer”? Just so, 
probably, many of your girls begin their 
days, or close them—just so much do 
they, often, know about prayer! They 
need this lesson. 
One must disregard the new chapter 
division, and read Luke 17 and 18 as one 
unit of reading material to grasp the 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 





How To PRAY 
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why of the opening statement of the 
eighteenth. Why “ought” men always to 
pray? Chapter 17 answers that question, 
with its revelation of the many troubles 
yet to delay the coming of the kingdom. 
To both the listening Pharisees (17: 20) 
and. the learning disciples (v. 22) our 
Saviour spoke of these delays before the 
“Son of man” should be “revealed” 
fully. 

(1) But because of these long fore- 
seen delays he urges his own to pray 
always “and never lose heart” (Wey- 
mouth). This little story of the unjust 
judge he intended to teach just that one 
thing — persistence in prayer, no matter 
what the seeming obstacles. It is a par- 
able of contrast —for surely God is not 
like that judge, and since even he finally 
was moved by the persistent pleadings 
of that widow, from the most selfish 
motive, then we may be sure our Father 
will hear our long-continued prayers. 
Why he does not move in reply at once 
(or, seems not to) is not part of this 
parable. This has but the single point 
of persistence to urge upon those who 
are tempted to lose heart over delays 
we cannot explain. 

(2) The concluding. words of this first 
section of chapter 18, verse 8, show 
clearly that the Lord Jesus was teaching 
his disciples to pray persistently for 
faith to hold out and hold on till his own 
coming again. So long to wait! So 
much we cannot understand! So much 
to suffer while we wait! Even young 
girls know the need of praying that their 
faith’ fail not, till he shall come, that 
they may continue to expect that com- 
ing, to look for and love the Saviour’s 
promised appearing. 

(3) The second little parable (or was 
it an incident from real life those all- 
seeing eyes had observed?) brings ‘to 
light another basio teaching or prayer — 
the true humility of spirit that+ really 
prays, not merely repeats prayers. The 
Pharisee’s whole thought, while repeat- 
ing his prayer, was self-centered; ‘the 
publican’s, as he prayed, was God-cen- 
tered. Surely we ali need “the disciples’ 
prayer”: “Lord, teach us to pray.” 

Home Study 

Can you make a synopsis of our Lord’s 
teachings on “Prayer,” as recorded by 
Luke, for your outline, this week? Turn 
to 3:21, 22; 4:42; 5:16; 6:12; 9: 16, 
18, 29; 10:21, 22; and 11:1-13 for 
points in both the practice and the teach- 
ing of the Saviour. Was not his own 
practice the plainest teaching of all? 

Decatur, Ga. 


Can Your Class Find 
the Answers? 


HE answers to the following ques- 

tions will be found in the issue of 
CHRISTIAN YOUTH containing this les- 
son. The answers are not numbered and 
listed like the questions, but are all in- 
cluded in one part or another of the 
interesting lesson material in the current 
issue of CHRISTIAN YouTH, which is 
the new weekly paper for teen age young 
people published by The Sunday School 
Times Company. Classes are discovering 
the interest and practical value of home- 
work on the lesson, by having a copy of 
CurIstiAN YouTH in the hands of every 
member of the class, while the teacher 
uses both that paper and THe Sunpay 
ScHoo. TIMEs. 

If your class is not yet taking the new 
paper, you can try it for ten weeks for 
ten cents a pupil, if your subscription 
covers five or more copies mailed to one 
address, by ordering from The Sunday 
School Times Company, 325 North Thir- 
teenth Street, Philadelphia. 


1. Why is not the unjust judge a pic- 
ture of God? 

2. What good quality did the widow 
show that we may do well to copy? 


3. What is this parable of the unjust 
judge. intended to teach us? 


4. Why was the Pharisee’s prayer not 
really a prayer at all? 


. What commendable things can you 
pomt out in the publican’s prayer? 
6. How many kinds of praying may we 
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Say, Fellows— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Beginning: Praying vs. fainting. 
Discussion: What are we apt to pray 
for? What other things ought we to 
pray for? 
Objective: Living the prayer life. 











SA% fellows, about the last thing a 
fellow wants to do is to faint. To 
faint is to flop. It gives an impression 
of weakness that one never forgets. On 
the occasion of an oratorical contest in 
my school days, one of the fellows rose 
to make his speech, blanched, rolled his 
eyes up and fainted. I dare say not a 
member of that class who is alive today 
has forgotten it. Many a laugh they had 
over it, and forever afterward that boy’s 
name was Faint, though he grew up and 
married and had a large family. His 
faint hung to him like a rope around the 
neck. 

No, sir, we don’t want to faint; any- 
thing else but that. Any fellow with 
red blood wants to be able to stand to 
the rack, no matter what happens. That’s 
why Paul so catches a real man’s atten- 
tion when he says, “Wherefore take unto 
you the whole armour of God, that ye 
may be able to withstand in the evil 
day, and having done all, to stand” (Eph. 
6:13). Paul was a great stander; he 
was like Leonidas at the pass of Ther- 
moplyz; he would stand until death. His 
letters to the churches were full of the 
stand spirit. “Watch ye, stand fast in the 
faith, quit you like men, be strong” (1 Cor. 
16:13). “Stand fast therefore in the lib- 
erty wherewith Christ hath made us free.” 
(Gal. 5:1). “Stand fast in the Lord” 
(Phil. 4:1). “For now we live, if ye 
stand fast in the Lord” (1 Thess. 3:8). 
“Therefore, brethren, stand fast, and hold 
the traditions which ye have been taught” 
(2 Thess. 2:15). And even when he 
had been warned that he would suffer 
bonds and afflictions, he stood and said, 
“None of these things move me” (Acts 
20: 24). 

Maybe you are asking, “What has all 
this to do with prayer?” Well it has 
everything to do with prayer. Rather, 
prayer has everything to do with stand- 
ing and not fainting when the testing 
times come, as they will come to every 
fellow sooner or later. The Lord said, 
“Men ought always to pray, and not to 
faint” (Luke 18:1), and right there he 
gave you and me the sovereign antidote 
to keep us from flopping. 

And how to pray. Before we take a 
remedy we look at the label to see the 
doctor’s instructions. Three times a day, 
before meals. Maybe once every hour. 
Sometimes, “Shake well before using.” 
What does the label say to this sure 
relief, this certain cure, that the Great 
Physician has given us against every ill? 
— More than that—this tonic to make 
us strong for service and achievement. 

First, always. “Men ought always to 
pray-’ Paul says, “Continuing instant in 
prayer” (Rom. 12:12). On your knees, 
always? No, not that. There are many 
times for knees; but there are a lot of 
things to do which require standing up 
and walking around and sometimes run- 
ning; and the point is that we can get 
the habit of praying while we are off 
our knees as well as on them. It is 
just a sense of companionship with the 
Lord which makes it a normal and a 
practical thing to talk to him along the 
way about anything that is worthwhile. 
And a fellow will not want to think or 
talk about trifling or vicious things if he 
is walking with the Lord, or working 


Next, the label says: humility. Not the 
Pharisee’s spirit, but the publican’s. If 
one looks upon prayer as a communing 
companionship with the Lord I think he 
will be humble, considering whose pres- 
ence he is in. That boastful Pharisee, 
praying in the Temple, must have thought 
the Lord was some 2,000 light years dis- 
tant, or surely he would not have had 
the nerve to pray as he did. Sensing the 
presence of the Lord is bound to make 
us humble, for we are full of sin and 





includé in true prayer? What are they? 





alongside, or playing, as the case may be.. 
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fact that he clothes us with his own 
righteousness that we can have the as- 
surance to speak at all. 

Then I see on the label: submission. 
The Lord Jesus himself, as he prayed 
for what he longed for most, said, “Never- 
theless not my will, but thine, be done” 
(Luke 22:42). To be absolutely sure of 


| results from the prayer remedy, we must 


be submissive to God’s will, in every re- 
quest. Make sure of three things as you 
pray: (1) God will answer; (2) He 
will answer in his own wisdom; it may 
not be just what we asked for: (3) 
Whatever that answer is, it is for our 
‘best, for he makes no mistakes, You 
may. smile at what men call fate, for 
what comes is all right; you are lost in 
God’s will—and that is a great wall of 
protection. Moreover, it is power. Any 
fellow who is willing to lay back upon 
God’s will in prayer, may also lay back 
on God’s almighty power, and the gates 
of hell, the world, flesh, and the Devil 
can’t stop him. 

This is not all of it, fellows, but it is 
a part of it. Take it and digest it, and 
you will get all the rest you need to 
know without any human help. 


Greensporo, N. C, 
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‘Last Week’s Questions Answered 
(On the lesson of April 19) 


1. The Good Samaritan, the Talents, the 
Ten Virgins, the Rich Fool, the Laborers 
in the Vineyard, the Pounds, the Sheep 
and the Goats, surely are all concerned with 
the true stewardship. 


2. He fared and fed sumptuously “every 
day.” It was the atmosphere and habit of 
his whole life to gratify himself to the 
full, without a thought of others. 


3. The first paragraph of this sixteenth 
chapter was spoken to his own disciples 
by our Lord, on single-heartedness in stew- 
ardship (see v. 13 for Christ’s own con- 
clusion to the story of the unjust steward), 
but in the hearing of the jeering Pharisees, 
against whose double-dealing he was so 
plainly speaking in that parable. This one 
of Dives and Lazarus was, evidently, spoken 
to them, — the Pharisees, — as well as about 
them. : 

4. “And I say unto you” (v. 9) intro- 
duces what Christ would have his followers 
learn concerning the use of “the wealth 
which is ever tempting to dishonesty” (Wey- 
mouth’s translation). 

5. The immortality of the soul. 

6. Dives recognized Lazarus “in Abra- 
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Lesson for April 26 


ham’s bosom,” and the record states that 
Lazarus was at the rich man’s gate “de- 
siring to be fed with the crumbs.” 

7. The impassable gulf, — fixed. 


8 “Neither will they be persuaded, if one 
rise from the dead.” As human beings, in 
the flesh, with the Word of God as the 
“sword of the spirit,” we may be used of 
God with more power than one risen from 
the dead. 


9. Men who do not “hear” Moses and 
prophets (the revealed and printed 
Word of God) are not “hearing” him who 
has risen from the dead, our Saviour him- 
self, on the. truth of Heaven and hell. 
10. That it persists. The rich man re- 
membered his wasted opportunities, his fam- 
ily, and Lazarus. 





[ Children at Home 





From My Office Window 


By Philip E. Howard, Jr. 
Associate Editor of The Sunday School Times 


3 IS half past four on a cold, clear, 
winter afternoon, and I am looking 
out of my window in THE SuNpDAY 
ScHoot TiMEs office. I’ve been watching 
for my friends the ‘starlings, but only 
two have gone by..so far. They look 
something like blackbirds, and many 
people think they are. But a purple 
grackle, which is the bird most people 
call the blackbird, has a long tail and 
a black bill, while the starling has a 
short, stubby tail, and a yellow bill. Per- 
haps he is the bird about which Robert 
Louis Stevenson wrote: 


. A birdie with a yellow bill 
Hopped upon the window sill, 
Cocked his shining eye and said: 
“Ain’t you shamed, you sleepy head?” 


‘A man brought a few starlings all the 
‘way across the ocean from England a 
good many years ago, and I don’t sup- 
pose he ever thought they would have 
so many children and grandchildren. But 
they did, and today there are millions 
of: them in the United States. There 
must be thousands of them in Philadel- 
phia. I see them going by my office win- 
dow late in the afternoon in flocks of 
. twenty-five or fifty. They have been out 
in Fairmount Park all day, and they are 
coming back to find places to sleep around 
the tops of some of our big buildings. 
They like Wanamaker’s and Gimbel’s 
stores, and the Post Office building. 
Whién: they get back there they chatter 
and fight and make a great fuss as they 
hunt for a place to,sit. 

I see other interesting things, too, from 
my window. Just now the steam from 
the office buildings is going straight up 
against the golden evening sky, and the 
two flags that I. look at to see which 
way the wind is blowing are flapping 
loosely about their poles. The statue 
of William Penn stands up there on 
top of the City Hall, still the highest 
building in the city, but not far from 
him are the iron girders of a tall new 
building that is coming up close to him. 
On the very top of this three men are 
moving slowly about on one of the beams, 
and from here they look pretty much like 
the Little Jetts that Mr. Wade Smith 
draws to tell us about the Sunday-school 
lesson, You can see them on the facing 
page. 

A pigeon just went by my window, 
and there go some more starlings. I 
love the birds, and though I don’t see 
many from this window, I can see a few. 
Pigeons are some of the fastest flyers, 
and they can easily go thirty-five miles 
an hour. This morning a friend brought 
me in town in a car, and I brought along 
a strong pair of field glasses called binoc- 
ulars, for I knew that I might see some 
wild ducks on the Schuylkill River which 
runs through the park. They were there, 
and I had a fine look at them. Most 
birds are not so afraid of a car as they 
are of a person. When I got out and 
started to walk toward them they flew 
away. The ducks were beautiful Amer- 
ican mergansers—the daddy ducks with 
greenish heads and white on the wings, 
and the mother ducks with reddish heads 
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and gray backs. Near them were some 
large herring gulls, which most people 
just call sea gulls. Sometimes during 
the day I see them flying high over 
the city, with the long slow stroke of 
their beautiful wings, going from the 
Schuylkill to the Delaware River. It 
doesn’t look as though they were going 
very fast, but they are making good 
time, and they are such strong flyers 
that they can follow the great steamers 
across the ocean. They can stop and 
rest on the water when they want to, 
but they soon catch up with the ship 
again. 

Sometimes I go up on the roof of our 
building for a breath of fresh air. When 
I was up there one day last summer I 
saw a very large bird hovering over the 
city. He was just too far away for me 
to tell exactly what he was, but he 
looked like an eagle, though I could not 
see the white head and tail that would 
mark him as a bald eagle. He soared 
about in big circles looking as though 
he were trying to find a place to land, 
but as he could only see dirty roofs and 
busy streets he finally went off over 
the Delaware River toward New Jersey. 
Perhaps he had been making a long flight 
and was tired. 

The busy little English sparrows are 
with us winter and summer. Many peo- 
ple now believe that they are just the 
same kind of birds the Lord Jesus spoke 
of when he said: “Are not two sparrows 
sold for a farthing? and one of thém 
shall not fall on the ground without your 
Father. But the very hairs of your head 
are all numbered. Fear ye not therefore, 
ye are of more value than many spar- 
rows” (Matt. 10: 29-31). 

PHILADELPHIA. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





May 3. What Jesus Teaches about Work. 
Matt. 20: 25-28. (Vocations Day. Consecra- 
tion meeting.) 

May 10. The Two Generations—Understand- 
ing Each Other. Eph. 6: 1-4. 

May 17. War, the Enemy of Christian Civi- 
lization. Matt. 5: 43-48. 


Sunday, April 26 


The Unmet Needs of the World 
(Acts 16 : 6-10) 





Mon.—Need of Christ (Rom, 1 : 14-16). 

Tues.—Need of missionaries (Matt. 9: 
35-38). 

Wed.—Need of wisdom (Prov. 1:7-9, 
20-23). 

Thurs.—Need of healing’ (Luke 9g: 10, #1). 

Fri.—Need of power (2 Pet. 1: 1-7). 

Sat.—Need of vision (Acts 2: 16-18). 











What are some needs in our town? 
What needs can we supply? 
What need has the world for missionaries? 


NDER the title, “A Shrinking 
World” a recent prayer bulletin of 
the World Dominion Movement said: 

“It was never so easy to evangelize 
the world as it is today, and soon it will 
be easier still, The current number of 
World Dominion tells of the preliminary 
drilling for a tunnel that will link Europe 
with Asia, and bids us visualize the time 
when Asia and America may be linked 
up, and when Gospel cars, literature, and 
radio may reach every creature quickly 
and continuously in a great co-ordination 
of effort. In 2 Kings 18 we are told 
that Rab-shakeh, speaking for the king 
of Assyria, said to Hezekiah, ‘I will 
deliver thee two thousand horses if thou 
be able on thy part to set riders upon 
them.’ The horses are here, swifter than 
any that Assyria could provide. Let us 
pray that they may be used in the King’s 
business,” - 


In thinking of the unmet needs of the 
world, let us consider first the needs of 
our Own community that have not yet 
been met. Think of the ease with which 





it is now possible to reach every part 
of your community. Automobiles are 
available in almost every young people’s 
society. Trolley cars and buses are 
available to many. Christian literature 
may be had for a very small sum, or in 
many cases, for the asking. Testaments 
and Gospel portions may be obtained 
from such organizations as The Scrip- 
ture Gift Mission (119 South Fourth 
Street, Philadelphia), at a surprisingly 
small cost, and in some instances, where 
conditions warrant. and where. funds are 
available at the mission, they may be ob- 
tained free of charge. We have more 
spare time for such evangelistic work in 
our community than any generation has 
ever had. 

Yet with all these opportunities, how 
much have we done in our community 
to carry the Gospel message? Let us 
not think that it is enough to sit in our 
young people’s meeting and to sing about 
rescuing the perishing in the hope. that 
perhaps some unsaved will be brought in. 
The time has come when it is up to us 
actively to go out and carry the Gospel 
to those who have never heard Christ’s 
invitation. : 

Do you know how many in your com- 
munity are not connected with any 
church and are making no definite pro- 
fession of Christ? It will be worth your 
while to try to get these figures. Get 
your pastor to help you and to suggest 
how they may be obtained. In a subur- 
ban community it was recently estimated 
that less than half of the community 
was definitely united to any church, or 
making any profession’ of Christ. Think 
of such situations right at our very door! 


The more we think of the needs of our 
own community the more our hearts will 
be stirred by the needs of the world. 
Most of us live in so-called Christian 
communities. What of the vast heathen 
lands? An authority on the unmet mis- 
sionary needs of the world said recently: 

“It is a commonly accepted fallacy that 
the geographical task of missions has 
been practically accomplished. It is gen- 
erally believed that this is true at least 
in countries like China and India. But, 
there are 333 counties in China, with 
166,500 towns and villages, and a popu- 
lation of 38,508,305 without a single evan- 
gelistic center or a single Christian.” 

Ceylon has been considered by many 
to be one of the best occupied regions in 
India. It has its portion of fifty-three 
foreign workers per million of its popu- 
lation, which is the highest of any such 
area in the continent. It has nearly three 
times as many Indian workers, in rela- 
tion to its population, as the next best 
occupied area in India,— Madras. Yet 
in spite of this, a survey shows that by 
dividing the island into 250 sections, 128 
are unoccupied, and 122 occupied by Prot- 
estant missions and national missionary 
societies, 


When we turn to other less occupied - 


territory the situation is staggering. It 
is said of Japan that there are more peo- 
ple unevangelized within her enlarged 
borders today than there were when 
Christian missions began their work. The 
rural areas of Japan are largely un- 
touched. The Japanese church is not 
strong enough to evangelize them. 

In northeast Asia, where Russia, 
Korea, Japan, and China meet, the ef- 
forts of the church are feeble in the face 
of growing, spreading, commingling 
races. A worker tells that in Mongolia 
he has recently preached to tribes who 
shave never been visited since Gilmour 
was there thirty years ago. 

The strongholds of the Moslem faith 
have scarcely been touched. 1In Arabia, 
there are not twenty Christians in a 
population of 4,664,923. The total Mos- 
lem population of North Africa is esti- 
mated as 13,613,460, while the estimated 
Arab and Berber Protestant communicant 
membership is but 140, 


ve 

Great though the work of Christian 
missions has been, the unfinished task is 
yet stupendous. The hope of meeting it 
lies in the young people of today. What 
is your society doing to give the mem- 
bers a vision of the great unmet needs? 
You can obtain valuable information on 
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the unevangelized fields from the World 
Dominion Press, 113 Fulton Street, New 
York City. A small booklet, “A World 
Vision,” may be had for twenty-five 
cents a dozen, or a prayer bulletin and 
one copy of “A World Vision” will be: 
sent for five cents in stamps. Why not 
obtain enough for distribution to each 
member of your society on the night 
this topic is presented? You may also 
obtain from this same source a number 
of other pamphlets and books ranging 
from fifteen cents to fifty cents each, and 
The World Dominion Press will be glad 
to send you a price list on request. 

This organization, like the Pioneer 
Mission Agency of Philadelphia, exists 
for the sole purpose of ascertaining the 
needs in the unreached fields, acquaint- 
ing Christians with these needs, and se- 
curing volunteers and money to evangel- 
ize these fields through the organized 
missionary channels. 

. ge 

How is our society seeking to reach the 
needs in our community ? 

What is my responsibility in face of the 
_ need of the world for the Gos- 
pe 

Am I willing to accept my responsibility 
and ask God to enable me to discharge it? 


PHILADELPHIA, 





With the New Books 











The Simplicity of the Spirit-Filled 
Life. By L. L. Legters. (Christian Life 
Literature Fund, 1114 Chestnut Street, 
Philadelphia, 30 cents a copy, four copies 
for $1.) Many Christians believe that 
they do not have the Holy Spirit within 
them, and that if they are to be filled 
with the Spirit they must first ask God 
to send Him. But Mr. Legters shows 
that this view is not Scriptural, and that 
every saved person is indwelt by the 
Spirit. He makes this plain in his first 
chapter, “The Holy Spirit the Indweller,” 
supporting his statements with Scripture 
references. He shows clearly what God 
has done for every believer through the 
Holy Spirit, and discusses the gifts and 
the witness of the Spirit. He makes clear 
the difference there may be between be- 
ing indwelt only and being filled with 
the Spirit, and points out the conditions 
of being filled, and then shows how one 
may know he is filled and what he may 
expect as a result. This booklet of sev- 
enty pages is a satisfying study of the 
work of the Holy Spirit in the believer, 
and it will bring peace and joy to many 
longing hearts as they realize that the 
Holy Spirit already lives within them, and 
as they learn of the great things he is just 
waiting to do for them. 


The Bibles of the Churches. By 
Andrew Sledd, Ph.D. (Cokesbury Press, 
Nashville, Tenn., $1.) By “The Bibles 
of the Churches” is meant the various 
forms in which the Word of God has 
appeared at different periods and in dif- 
ferent parts of the Church, such as the 
Scriptures of the Jewish synagogue, the 
Septuagint of the Dispersion, the Latin 
and Greek versions ef the early Church, 
with the addition of the New Testament, 
and the Bible as it is generally known 
among Protestants. In other words, we 
are given a discussion of the formation 
of the Canon, written from a wide knowl- 
edge of the entire subject, with unusual 
clarity, maintaining the reader’s interest 
to the end. The book is a valuable con- 
tribution to the complicated problems 
which it discusses and the chapters on the 
Septuagint translation and the rise of 
early Christian literature are exceptionally 
fine. It is to be regretted that in disputed 
matters of Biblical introduction the write 
follows the conclusions of extreme liberafs 
—for example, that Deuteronomy was 
written in 640 B.C., Job as late as 500 
B.C., Daniel in 167 B.C., and Esther in 
150 B.C. Too much emphasis is placed 
upon the disagreement that exists between 
the various versions. while their funda- 
mental agreement, together with the re- 
markable way in which the Church elim- 
inated the uninspired literature of its early 
years, are important matters too lightly 
passed over. 
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( For Family Worship +) 


\ By Howard A. Banks, Litt.D. 





Following the Home Daily Bible Read- 

ings on the International Uniform Sunday 

School Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


April 20 to 26 

Mea.—Luke 18: 9-12. The Pharisee’s Prayer. 

Importunate prayer which the previous 
parable inculcates should never be offered 
in the spirit of the Pharisee. Self-right- 
eousness is an Adamic disease. Adam's 
oldest son had it (cf. Prov. 20:6; Jas. 
2:2). The cure for it is self-knowledge. 
Israel wandered in the wilderness forty 
years to get this (Deut. 8:2). The 
Pharisee’s prayer contains no confession, 
no petition. There is no greater spir- 
itual danger than to measure ourselves by 
our neighbors rather than to behold our- 
selves in God’s mirror, the Bible. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
Belgian Gospel Mission, which is giving 
thanks that none of their people were 
injured by the poisoned fog that swept 
over the valley of the Meuse several 
months ago. Pray for the Christians who 
are undergoing real persecution. 

All the Prayer Suggestions this week 


“Christian Life” 
Series 
Sunday School 
Lesson Helps 


Following the 
international Uniform Lesson Topics 


Pointed, Sound, and Practical 


Sample Pack on Application 


Address: UNION GOSPEL PRESS 
Box 680, Cleveland, Ohio 





























A GOOD OFFER 


For MOTHER’S DAY 


69 Recitations, Exercises and Songs in 
MOTHER’S DAY HELPER 


Seo. 25c in stamps for Helper and 3 ready-to-use 
ao rehearsal programs for congregationai use. 


HALL-MACK CO., 21st & Arch Sts., Phila., Pa. 


CHRISTIAN 


5000 orxess WANTED 


to sell Bibles, Testaments, good books 
and handsome velvet Scripture mottoes. 
commissions 


Send fer Free Catalog and Price List 
GEORGE W. NOBLE, PUBLISHER 











Dept. 6M, Monon Bidg., Chicago, Ul, 








THE HIGHWAY FREE 


By James H. MeConkey 

‘ A treasure piece,’” one reader says of it. 

Another says of Mr. McConkey’s messages, “All pure, 
unadulterated truth, and so clear.”’ 


Sent absolutely PREE. Write 


SILVER PUBLISHING SOCIETY 
Derr. S, 1013 Bessemer Building. PrrrssurGn, Pa. 





‘Cuticura Refreshing aod » 


Shaving “™. 


Cream wea. 


At dealer’s or sent on receipt of 36¢ 
Address: “Cuticura,” 228, 


& den, 
SSeaeeeeeaeseaeaaseeee 





When -answering advertisements, © please 


mention The Sunday School Times. 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 





are taken from a prayer letter of the | 
Belgian Gospel Mission (Mr. Charles ; 
G. Trumbuli, Treasurer, 325 N. 13th | 
St., Philadelphia). 
Tues.—Luke 18: 13-17. The Publican’s Prayer. | 

The publican’s prayer is to be weighed 
as one which our Lord himself commends, | 
It is surcharged with petition. Possibly 
most of us beg God overmuch to the 
exclusion of proper communiun and wor- 
ship, but Bishop Ryle warns: that “prayer 
which only contains thanksgiving and 
profession, and asks nothing, is essen- 
tially defective. It may be suitable for 
an angel but not for a sinner.” The pub- 
lican seems to have had some concept 
of the meaning of the Mercy-seat in the 
Holy of Holies, for he ,literally said, 
“Be propitiated to me, a sinner” (see 
note in Scofield Reference Bible). 

PrAyER -SUGGESTIONS: Pray for an 
ever-increasing tide of conviction and 
conversion at the different stations of the 
Belgian Gospel Mission. 


Wed.—Matthew 6:9-13. The RBivdel Prayer. 

“The first three petitions of this model 
prayer have to do exclusively with God: 
‘Thy name be hallowed,’ ‘Thy kingdom 
come,’ ‘Thy will be done.’ And they oc- 
cur in a descending scale — irom himself 
down to the manifestation of himself in 
his kingdom; and from his kingdom to 
the entire subjection of its subjects, or 
the complete doing of his will. The re- 
maining four petitions have to do with 
ourselves. But these latter petitions oc- 
cur in an ascending scale—from the 
bodily wants of every day up to our 
final deliverance from ail evil.”—Dr. 
David Brown. 

PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: Pray for the 
blessing of God to rest upon Mr. and Mr. 
Ralph C. Norton in their deputation work 
in America. 

Thurs.—2 Kings 19 : 14-19. Hezekiah’s Prayer. 

Macaulay has celebrated in immortal 
lines “The Destruction of Sennacherib.” 
It was a victory won on his knees by 
King Hezekiah. He pleaded for the glory 
of God to be manifested. This victory 
over physical foes is a type of the vic- 
tories we may win today over the spir- 
itual enemies described in the sixth of 
Ephesians — and in the same way, upon 
our knees. Our Lord is every piece of 
this armor, between us and the enemies. 


Prayer SucGcestions: Pray for Mr. 
W. J. R. Horsburgh, a gifted and conse- 
crated young business man who becomes 
honorary secretary of the Belgian Gos- 
pel Mission for Great Britain. 
Fri—Matthew 14: 23-33. Peter’s Prayer. 

Peter really prays two prayers in this 
“reading,” and the first is the finer, “Bid 
me come unto thee.” The Rev. Albert 
Hughes says that if Peter had not looked 
aside at the waves, the whole disciple 
crew on the boat would soon have been 
walking after him on the waves. He 
who made the world of nething and keeps 
it hanging on nothing is summoning us 
now to great faith adventures. And faith 
begets faith: It was not necessary for 
Peter to make that failure en route to 
the Lord. 

Prayer SucGcestions: Pray that finan- 
cial support for the Belgian Gospel Mis- 
sion may be forthcoming from: America 


many find themselves. 
Sat.—Ephesians 3: 14-21. Paul’s Prayer. 
Paul is praying for his Ephesus flock 
—and for us all down tue centuries. if 
we will get under the petition—to real- 
ize and apprehend the ten present bless- 
ings we have in Christ—to be in him, 
chosen, predestinated to the adoption of 
children, accepted, to have redemption 
and forgiveness, to be made alive, raised, 
seated in the heavenlies, sealed, and hav- 
ing an inheritance. 


Prayer Svuacestions: Pray for the 





right worker to be provided for Char- 
leroi, where a God-raised up friend of 
the Belaian Gospel Mission has provided 
| a building. 


| Sun.—Psalm 61. David’s Prayer. 

| “Lead me to the rock that is too high 
for me” is a literal rendering of verse 
2. Our Lord; in Scripture, isthe great 
Rock. We can never climb to him by 


| 2:20). 
|in him to escape the swooping vultures 


| who were a feeble folk but kept safe by 


in spite of the financial distress in which | 


imitation of his example, but God: an- 
swers the prayer for us by sending the | 
Holy Spirit to show the secret path for | 
his indwelling presence (Rom. 6:6; Gal. | 


How we need the abiding life | 
of Satanic temptations, even as the conies 


making their home in a rock. 


PRAYER SuGcEstions: Pray that God 
may hold back the mighty forces of evil 
that are fighting against the work of God 
on the continent of Europe. 








(Lesson for April 26) APRIL 11, 1931 











CHURCH ORGANS 


HOOK & HASTINGS COMPANY 
BOSTON, MASS. 
announce the completion of 
ONE HUNDRED YEARS 
of uninterrupted organ building in America 


Branch Offices 
New York — Philadelphia -— Asheville 























For Mental, Physical and Spiritual Refreshment, Attend 


Wheaton College Summer School 


June 22d to August 14th, 1931, inclusive 





Wheaton—who would 


recreation, The spiritual 
College Summer 





IGHT delightful weeks of study, recreation, and com- 
munion with Nature and WNature’s God at beautiful 


course? -All Summer School work is fully accredited and 
may be applied toward a degree. The teaching staff includes 
many of the strongest members of the College faculty. 


Standards of scholastic Wwork maintained are identical 
with those of the regular school year. Courses are offered 
in Education, English, Physics and Mathematics, History 
and Social Science, Biology, Chemistry and Geology, Bible 
and Philosophy,Music, and Foreign Lan 
and Elementary work is also offered in 


Wheaton’s location is admirable. Less than an hour’s ride . 
from Chicago, with ample opportunity for exercise and 


hool of exceptional interest to teach- 
ers, pastors and Christian workers. 


not be interested in such a 


ages, Secondary 
heaton Academy. 


atmosphere renders Wheaton 
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Write at once for compiete Bulletin of information. 
Address: Director of the Summer School, Box T. 


Wheaton Colle 
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Happy 
Christian 
Annuitants 


These are actual photographs of a 
few of hundreds of men and women 
who have written words of praise 
for the annuity plan that helps 
distribute the Word of God. 


You, too, if you want 


to give to the cause of Scrip- 
ture distribution but require 
some return from your gift dur- 
ing your lifetime, will find the 
American Bible Society’s annu- 
ity plan eminently satisfactory. 


Its safety is guaranteed by the 
substantial tesources of this 
great world-wide Society 
which has been distributing 
the Scriptures since 1816. 









SAFE INCOME FOR LIFE . 
Mrs. B. E. M. 





Mr. E. P. B. 
of Fiorida 








AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY, Astor P1., N.Y. 7 
Please send your booklet No. 24SS giving full informa- 


_ _ tion on-the annuity plan of the American Bible Society. It 
is understood that this request places me under no obligation. 














of New York 


“*I am happy to know 
that as long as I live I 
will receive each an- 
nuity payment with- 
out fail.”’ 
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The Rev. H. K. S. 

of Californi 
**Lenjoy a liberal rate, 
and the anauity checks 
come twice a year, 
always promptiy when 
due.” 


“*The annuity plan 
provides a permanent 
and convenient in- 
come. I need only to 
deposit the semi-an- 
nual check.” 





GIFT TO GOD'S KINGDOM ..... 


Mrs. S.G.H. . 
of Missouri 
“I consider the Soci- 
ety’s work as second 
to none in furthering 
Christ’s kingdom upon 
the earth.’* 
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Be Sure to. Fill in Clearly Your Name and Complete Address 
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